
Collectors' Digest 
VOL. 17, IIJHBEll 203 IIOVEHBER 1963 PllICE 2a .Od . 



Page 2 

f 
~ 
! 
l 

L 
FOR SALE 

BY ORDFB OF THE EXECUTRIX OF 'mE LATE BILL MARTIN' S 
LIFELONG COLLECTION OF OLD BOYS' BOOKS 

OFFERS Jm:lUESTED RlR THE. RlLWaliG LOTS:-

iLOT 68 - Bound Vol:-:Schoolboy' s l LOT 7~ As Loi 731 but 5 copie: l 
lOvn Library 4d," containing 3 Nos. i by Martin Clifford Nos. 144,2401 l 
1- 49 & 51 (Frank Rich!!rds) and 2341 250,258 and 259, 1 
i i Martin Clifford\ . Etcellent con:!, r-··---·----- .. ,-- --·-;-- 1 P·~-- ----·-- !L,----·---- - ···j LOT 76 - As Lot 73, but 3 copies i 
iLOT 69 - As Lot 68 but 3 Nos, - l by various authors , Nos. 82, 216 i 
!245 & 247 (Frank Richards) and 356 ! en:! }00, i 
i(o. Conquest). Excellent condition '··---- .. --········-···· - ··--·· 
•-- ·--··- ···---·--··· MlLil. - 40 loose copies of 
!LOT 70 - As Lot 68 but 4 Nos, - 'Modern Boy'. Good condition. 
t'.372,375,378 and 381 (E.S. Brooks). ___ .,._,..,....,,_ .. 
!Excellent con:11 tion . wr 78 - 00 loose copies of 
i .. -- - ----.-. ......... _._ ~ ... , ... _ ... ~,.,, 'Mod.em Wonder', Good condition. 
ir.oT 7) - As lot 68 but 3 Nos. - ~ _ 45 l oose- c:,pi;;-; - , 
)2 1 , 3241393, Excellent con:li tion . 'Vizard ,, . Good condi ti on;_, __ .... J 
hm i? - ;; Lot 68 but 3 Nos. - , ; 
[357,360 & 363, Excellent condi tionJ ~ - Over 50 l ~e copies 1 
.. --- ---- - ·------·- miscellaneous compnsing - Eagle , 
h.oT V - 7 loose copies "School- 1 Rover, !lotsp,r, Skipper, Pilot, j 
\boy' s Own Library 4d, " by Frank i etc, Good con:li tion, l 
!Richards No~, ~21, 133, 135, 1!J.i,257, lrmS1~dba7,76-;;;;;·~f-j 
f~!~: MaJonty ~ ~..:.J St , Jim' s by Martin Clifford , ! 
!wr 74 - As Lot 73, by Frank ! Nos, 1 to 5 inclusi ve, Excellen t \ 
!Richards , but Nos, 289,313,352,3821 con:lition. ' 
!385,391 & 406, Majority good · i 
~condition. i i 

r - -;:;;-~ ·rifr NUMBms - i 
l rosTAL OFmlS ONLY AT THIS STAGE. NO CALLERS, t 
!·-- -----l 
! ~ l!;'s. I, Carpenter, I 
i 230, Vatford Road, i 
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tlOT. 

~I 
In our opinion LOOK AND LEARN i s one of the finest papors on t he 

bookstalls to-day for oldor youngsters . It i s an instructiv e poper , 
and it succeeds romarlcably in making instruction int e resting . This 
is no mean achievemen t . ifithout boing duJ.l in the s li ghtest degree, 
it is a pape r of which parents and schoollllllsters approve , The appeal 
of LOOK and LEARN is t o the more int elligent older child . Just, in 
f nct , th e very type of intelli gen t child who vould delight in the 
stories which Frank Richards vas vri ting between th e wars • 

The Greyfriars stories arrived in LOOK & LEARN No. 91, doted 12th 
Octob er . On the front page vas the announcement: "Mee t the original 
!lilly Bunter in the stories that made your parents laugh." In bi s 
Editorial , th e Editor announced: "The stories hllve becane classi c s of 
their kind. The author, Frank Richards, vos a scholar ly man ldlo 
wrot e milli ons of words about Greyf'rl.ars - am as a recre ati on wrot e 
~.E.!'...l'2"'...l!:!!'J!.. llunt.!:. . ..!E2..r;U,!!...!~.!!!},u.,.,.,.- ! .. ~Y!! •. g~.i,.1!.!1!1 •. W .. .w.1?JJ.M. ..... 
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some of them in thei r original fonn in LOOK MID LEARN, " 

The actual offering was a substitute sto ry , origin nll y entitl ed 
"funt er 1s Prize F.ssay," from the year 19281 drestically pruned. This 
story is to be followed by another substitute effort, "funters's 
Barring-Out", from the year 1923. 

I t i s almost certain that t hese subst i tute sto ri es were selected 
in error , though the mistake is inexplic abl e , for it could have bean 
so easily avoided; fut equally inexplic abl e i s the drast i c abridg 
mant of nny story , for even a story by Cbnrl es Hamilton would be 
render ed near to worthless wxler such treatm ent , 

What on earth was the use of wxlertaking a most worthwhil e 
experiment if its chances of success were to be negatived fran the 
start? Surely the risk would not have been too great in allowing two 
whole poges of LOOK & LEARN for the Greyfriars i nstalment. These two 
poges would probably have carried three chapters , and the whole story 
would have nm its course in five weeks. Was it quite imposs ibl e , as 
we were promised, to present the stories i n "thei r origi nal fom"? 

'!'he stories would have suffered but little from gentle shrinkage 
brought about by sld l ful pruning. fut whol esa l e abridgment , with 
bits wri tte n i n to link up indi ges tibl e chunks, is sanething quit e 
diff erent . Let us hope t hat the powers - that -be will think agai n, and, 
even at thi s late hour, seri ali se a genuine sto ry i n a wey which will 
give it a chance. 

Fran Bii/i viewpoint , it is rather deplorable that a substitute 
story , so heavily abridged , should be l'l t out as an eXl!llpl e of tho 
work of tho l at e Fronk Richards. 

THE ANNUAL: 
~w to lift the curtain on a f ew more attr actions which you 
will find in COLIBm'ORS' DIGEST ANNUAL for 1963. Riclunal Cranpton, 
worl d- famous creato r of "William", writes a delight ful account of "mE 
PRE-BUUTER BOOKS FOR BOYS". John Upton strik es a new note with 
"M!)IORIES OF THE PIC'IURE Sl!Oll", Harry Brest er presents a new angle on 
SOCIO of the old stories , his artic l e bearing the intriguing titl e 
"IIEAR'l' OF OAK", Our youthful Lee expert, Neil Beck, is i n festiv e 
mood ,1. th "SOME Ci!RlS'fflAS LEES", For Slade fans , and tha t seems t o 
includ e nearly everybody, there i s a bram new s tory enti tl ed 
"AIN.AIITAGE V.ANDERL!N" • This i s a sequel to "The Boy in the Corner" 
which was so popular in tha recent 200th i ssue of Coll ecto rs I Digest , 

Have you yet ordered your copy'/ 1,Jn' t leave it t oo l a t e, 

THE EDITOR, 
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Conducted by JOSEmINE PACKl!Al1, Z1 Arcbdaie Rood, 
East Mwich . London, S.E. 221 

NAME TRE AlYl'llOR, (7) *** B;y lfal t er Vebb 

ilHY THE AIIOIIYMITY ? 

Tho surest way of nrous ing the curlosi ty of the reader i s to place 
before him a story from which the nane of the author hlls been deleted. 
He renc t s to it as he would to nn MO!\}'IIIOUS letter, nnd wonders vho 
could have written it . 

'.lbis vss the stnte of affairs in 1905, vhen the UNION JJ,.CK, nf'ter 
t~n years I p,blication, during which time the ll!lme of the author , except 
on very rare oc""8ions only , was generally given , suddenly reverted to 
a policy of strict snol\}'llli ty, thi s nnocymi ty coinciding vi th the 
deci3ion to p,blish long, canplet e stories of Sexton .Blnke pe=ently • 

Since no reason for th e change was given through the medium of nn 
editor ' s chat page and there appeared no logical reason for such a 
policy, the re ader' s puzzlement c.'lil be understood , and there is no 
doubt that it inspired a s te ady flow of enquiries at the UJ office . To 
this dsy the reason for the anocymi ty of those old-t ice BJ.,ike stories 
hlls not been given , but that it aroused certain SUBpicions in the mind 
of th e reader of that era is obvious , for, a t one point , th e editor 
bad need t o stress th e fnct in th e pages of the paper that lll l hi s 
stories vere written by British au thors and illustrated by British 
artists , which poin t ed very conclusiv ely to the f ac t tho.t in the minds 
of some a foreign element bad crept in and was r esented . 

Why, then , to allay these SUBpicions did not the spons0,rs of Sext on 
Blclco alter their policy and give an author ' s name to the stories? 
Their a tti tudo is difficult to define , and the only nnsver seecs to be 
thot sane of the stories tetdered - fran outside con tri butors mainly -
wer e of such quality as to necessi tato considernble revision by a staff 
writ er , under which circunsuinces no particulo.r author's nome could be 
given, and rother than p,blish the yarn under dual authors hi p - which 
wns never favoured a t the A.P., anywny - they decided on a policy of 
anoeymity. ________________ .... ________ _ 



~,,.:;__6 __ ,, ____________ _ , _____ , 

In those days difficulties faced the apprentice in that no clear 
picture of Blake was llfforded him. There was no E, R, Parker to 
guide him vi th a visibl e picture , and tho fomntion of a mental vi sio n 
was given no definite outline bec,mso staf f writers , Graydon and 
Goddard, had their own concepti ons of Blake, and freelancers like 
Raytcr noo Maxwell beth portrayed him differently . 

Taking into account also that a writer used oaly in trying his 
hand at school and adventure stories and not being versed in t he art 
of detective sto ry writi ng, sa,e revi sio n of his prof fered work mi8ht 
have been dcened necessary, and, although it must be admitted that 
there was very little cystery attached to those early stories , most of 
which were stroieht - forward adventure ynrns describing a series of 
exciting(?) incidents, with no plot at all to opeak of , they did tcoo 
to stretch an author' s ability just a little further , and if that 
little extro was not there it hod to be supplomented by anothe r's hand, 

Somo of the stories a ttributed to A. C, Murniy in tho official 
records point to the correctness of this theory , Like the novels 
under the Desmond Reid byline in the latter i ssues of the SBL, they 
vary mo.rkodly in style and quality , 'lMt Murray was responsibl e for 
W No, 359 describing Blake' s adventures as a territorial, is without 
doubt, but !lo. 398 was obviously pessod t o him for revision, for there 
is dofini tely a confliction of styles here , the more predominont being 
that of a mlln who wrote under tho byline of "Fenton Ash". This and 
other sporting s tori es dealing ••ith racing (Nos, 296, 306, 31 t, 326, 
343, and 476), football (No, 433), aoo bi lliards (391 ) , will, no doubt, 
bear A,C, lfurrny 1s name in tho official li s t , but I f eel convinced 
that thoy were all revised by the author and were originally penned by 
the mon who wrote as Fenton Ash. 

Signific,ntly the word "Ash" comprises the initials of the well
known Arthur S, !lardy: but this is not to say that Ash was !l4rdy - ho 
wasn • t , for the writing proves such, though it is not imprebablo that 
Rardy worked vi th Ash in turning out tho originsls , The wrestling 
story (No. 2,0), was certainly written by !lardy, a claim which mey be 
vcrifiod by the time this gots into print, According to the l a te 
H, J . Gorri.eh Ash' s real nome vas A. J , Atkins, and he was tho father 
of F, St . Mare, who wrote th o famous nature stories in the STRAND. 

!Rlml' A, TRE!.'roN 

In view of his remarkable dialogue into which he was wont to 1r~ 
vest not only words of extreme rnri ty but also those which wil l not bo 
found in aey dictionary, it is rather surprising that a vri ter named 
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Ernost A, Trcoton bD.s never been i dentified with having writ ten s<Jlle of 
the ear l y Sexton Blake stories , 

Trcoton vns, in fact, oasy prey for the resenrcbor , not only on 
account of his highly dramati c st yl e but because he wos never stumped 
f or a word or nn expr ess ion, and if ther e wns no word to suit him he 
would invent one, liords lik o "gnn ped" "gruf fed" "girded" "humped" 
and "vented" p,mctuAtod hi s di al oeue at regular int ervru s , and s in ce 
these words were entirely his ovn i nvention in so for as appendage to 
di aloeu e i s concerned, it i s wholly unlikely that any oth er nuthor 
would bnvo used them in that cnpaci ty , Tho task of a roaearchc r, 
t herefore, i n f orretti ll8 out hi s unsigned work is not cado particul ar l y 
difficult , 

A f ew samples of Tre et on ' s unusual phrnsing will not be amiss , 
si!l co they will sorv c t o give S<Iile idoa of what vos ono of bis chie f 
charnc t ori stic s ; so her o, then ore s ix bri ef sentences Ulken at rand<Jll 
fran "Two Newenstl e L.'.lds" a s t ocy be wrote for th e "Boys' Hcrnld" in 
1905, which ran fran i ssue No. 91 to No, 103, 
(a) "I di nna doot yo'ro richt!" quick ened Andy, 
(b) "Ye cnn't l eave 'em out l " Harold warmed. 
(cf "You yow,g boundl " he gnllShed, 
(d "Yes , I'v e got a few dents" gromped Andy, 
( c "It' s a pl onsing place , I must all ool" he hll::lped, 
(f ''Well?" he gruf fed , 

Vccy uns unl dial ogue thi s , which, it must be concedod, could never 
have boon dupli cated by anothe r writ er , Nov, hore are six mor e exomplcs , 
Ulken fran a fov UJ stori es , also writt en in the year 19()5: 

(a) "Do you know of any r ecent chart ering?" quick ened Bloke, 

I 
b) "I' ll do it , if I sti ck t o tho rudder lik e paint ," Tinker wo.rmod. 
c) "Curse youl" gnashed Grafton , 
d) "You inf orn:il dogl " vented Grafton , 
e) "I know, s ir: I 'v e l earned tho game fran you down t o th o ground l" 

prid ed Tinker. 
(f ) "You' ve got rid of the only mnst or carpente r wo had , " he girded , 

Below aro th e ti tlos of th e stories of Sexton Bl:ll<o from which tho 
above wer e t:iken, and though not confirmed by th o offi ci al records , I 
am confident vore writt en by Ernest Troet on: "The Ocean Detective ," 

{

No, 81 )l "The W!lrder Detectiv e ," (No, 91 ), "Twice Round The World,• 
Jlo, 104, "The Reporter Detocti vo," (No, 117), "The Collior Detective, " 
No, 143 , 

I t is worth mentio ni lJ8 t bnt by tho time the last story in the nbovo ·---- ·--.. --... ·--· .. -- ,,_,,., ____ .. ,., ___ _ 
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list wns j>1blished all th e UDUSUal ·•ords had been del eted either by the 
edit or or tho autho r himself due possibly t o the fact that aa:ie renders, 
mystified o.s to what they meant Md l ooking in the dictionary vi thout 
success , m.'.ly hnve boon prompted t o write in and ask for enlight enznent , 
Since No, 143 i s tho l:lst trace:,bl e sto ry by this writ er ha may havo 
been asked t o mnko t he >lt erc t i ons himsolf and , as a r esult, decided 
t o tak e his worl<: else1'hore , Pure theory , of course ; but it is not 
conceivable that a writ er will drop suddenly ru,d en bloc all words 
which up to that point had characterised his vork unless ha hod boon 
express ly forbidden to use than , 

Surpri sing that so littl e has boon wri tton about Trcoto n up t o 
this point , Ono has th e iopr ess ion that ho l!IUSt have boon an obscure 
and nono t oo success ful journal i st : but , tho fact is , that ho vns 
writing for a very long ti.mo - in th e region of 40 yoars , dllting fron 
th o early dllys of the Hnmsworths in the 18'J()' s to those of t he A,P, 
in 1934, 

St rongo that a 0'111 who vos vri ting for so long ru,d st ill nt work 
for CHUMS in th e middlo thirties should bo overlooked in this vny, 
Aro yet , pcrlr.ps , not so surprising ofter c.ll when you cane to think a 
littl e deopor , for i t npponrod that 'I'reeton pref erred to vork under , 
na:,-de-plume, as it was r"...roly th.'.lt his ovn naoo appcorod a bove his 
vri tings , Ho was a s tockily built littl e man, a lways pleasru,t , Md 
with no gr0'1t education , cl.wcys sooking eig:,rettos , and generally hnrd
up, as vns tho case with tho oojority of his foll ow cont ribut ors, who 
used to bring yams in , quickly vri tton, a nd bo glad t o got th o cash , 
He wns very poj>llar with everyone, Md vas a friend of Hamilton Edwards, 

Fml'Oll ASH 

To !I.we one' s work mentioned in the DAILY TEI.roRAP!l is most 
flntte ring to any author , To have it praised to the extent t h.ct it 
"suggests Jules Verne, Rider llaggnrd , and Fennimore Cooper in their 
boldest and most entrnncing moods, " is the sort of write-up that any 
nuthor of th e early 1900' s would h.'.lve dreor:!ed of with out believing thnt 
it could recl.ly happen to him, 

But when Fenton A:Jh' s fine story , "The 11:ldium Seekers, " was j>lb

li shed by Messrs , Pito..,n early in 1906, the book critic of t ho 
"Tel egraph" said just that, which makes it c l ear th a t the tal ents of 
the author were considernbly above the overage in the fiold of boys • 
fi ction . 

Ioformntion obout tho author is sp, rs e , though on ed1 tor, now de:,d, 
once n ote tha t t ho boyhood of Fenton Ash was spent in South i'ales , on 
tllu~oLJhe..Jlti.lJ;ol !;bQ11Dfll, ...M!i~t..llf bi~ Ami 1/JIIJ.#J.&.Mllll 
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p,,ssed in th e pl easures of boati ng, s:u ling, :ind yachting - lfflich indi 
C'.ltes tlut t he autho r hlld more th-ln a little fondness for the sen . 
wter he studied enginee ring profession1lly ond lllUSic "" n hobby. Lik e 
l!l!lJ'\Y othe r UJ writ ers , he was n grrot trev ell er . His sto ri es of the 
weird "'1d ~ornerful were , oo n m.~tter of fact, foilow - upa of th e do:nni
t ory y= he w:is fond of rel ating at school , f or , when 'there were no 
printed narra tiv es available to re ad , he would use hi s im.'.lginn_tion and 
writ e t hm up himself , much to the appre ci ati on of his schoolfe llow s . 

A l ong tice ago the nuthor was nn occasion!!l cont ri but or to UJ I 
and just before Sexton Bl oke began his long run of weekly appc=ces , 
wrot e two very good adventur e yarns , (llos . 30 and 60) . From th ese 
stories :md the styl e in whic h th ey were written, I nm convinced th at 
Fent on ilsh wrote at least two Sexton Bl ake sto r ies , - "Bankrupt1 11 (!lo. 
247), and "Sext on Bl:.!ke In C!lrdiff ," (No. 261 ), both p,blishod in 1908· 
Both were extremely well writt en, with good pl ot s llild charecterizntion , 
and , in an ere in which th e Sexton Blak e sto ry was not of particularly 
high merit , wore qui t e outstnnding . 

Unfortunate l y , th e romo of the author was not long seen in th e 
re.'llms of boys I fiction - at l eas t, not in so far ns the t hree mc.jor 
!"blishing houses , !lnrmsworth I s , Cnssells , and Newnos , wore, concerned -
and what happened to him i s probl ematical. He may have di ed suddenl y, 
l eft the country , or , lik e the celebrity who wrote as "Mruc Hamil ton" 
continued in t he prof ession under a different name and in a manner so 
l ucre tiv e as to make th e continued writ ing of boys ' lit ereturc no l onger 
worthwhile . 

THE MAI! WHO WAS " IDA MELBOURHE" 
In thes e much ch:lnged times it is good t o see n link, be it ever 

so slende r, which hss yet t o be seve red from t he past. Todny the · 
SCHOOL FRlllID bears not th e sligh t es t res<mblance to that of th e twenties, 
except i ng in one sna ll yet pleasing instance . A ll!ll!le, which i s nll 
that holds old and new together - that of Ida Melbourn e - can s till be 
seen new and ~n t o bring back m<mori es of an em when t he psper was 
a worthwhil e product for a girl t o r end. And, as far as tho W- is 
concerned , it brin8s back memori es of that paper t oo, for "I da Melbourne" 
was the pcn-llllme once used by Horace Phillips , one of th o very f ew 
survivors who wrot e Sexton Blake stori es in th e pink-cov er em of that 
periodi cal . . 

The obvious query i s - i s Horace Fhilli ps still contributing to th o 
SCHOOL FRllllD under his old feminin e pen-!lllllle? Or , hils anoth er writer 
taken over , and , if so , who is he? Charles Hamilton was sti ll writing 
i n. his OO' s ,. tm:l}t .i s .. ,possible .. ,tllnt_Horoce .. Fhlllipa .. is .. s till doing """""· 
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lik ewise in a very small way - tho more probnbl e explanntion is that 
"Id.a Molboum e• now conccrus the i dentity of a young,,r writ er, sin ce 
it was a well -known policy thnt pon-n.,mos were conferl\."'<l upon authors 
who contri buted pcpel'-bncked fi ction irre spec t ive of whether they 
approved or not , 

At present, no proof of Mr, Phillif6 1s p:,rticip,ti on in the Bloke 
Saga has been di scovere d, and, lacking any knowledge of how the author 
would have handled Blake, it i s not easy to mnke a prediction of wh'.lt 
sto ry, or stories , he 111'.ly hsve penned , &it sanething of his sty l e i s 
t o be observed i n No, 385, cont:uning a story entitl ed "The Father Of 
The Chepel," which, despit e its titl o, does not deal with religion , 

llHO PASSED THIS O!IE? 

It has been said tint Pet er Cheyney once wrote a Sexton Bl oke 
story which was reje cted, Evidently Mr, Choyney was not writing in 
t he ri ght era , He shcul d have been cont ribu ting in 1911, when on 
author could get good money fo r :my kind of tripe, Like that servod 
up i n tho UJ sto ry , "Only An Alien , " (No, 386), for instance , one of 
the mos t incrediblo, over-sentit!ientalised , :ind futil e Blake s tories 
ever vri t tcn! 

In thes e days of the all round improvement of the Blake story , one 
appro,.,ches the much earlier model wi th a cortain amount of indul gence, 
ond in a mood mellowed by the atmosphere of nostalgia which pcrvados 
it . But, when one ccxnos across n yam, which, even in those do.ys, was 
on insult to the intolligenc e of the render , he is moved, since he has 
proisod certain stories in the S:Jl!le era deservi ng of the thumbs-up 
treatm ent , t o give tho dowrmird motion in cases when, in his opinion, 
t he work of tho aut hor warranted it , 

Picture Blake and Tinker il:lprisoned in a cellar of a bui lding in 
London' s East End, It is impossibl e for the,:, t o get out by their 
united efforts fran tho inside, Nobody fran th e outsid e knows of 
thoir imprisoment , How to get the,:, out? Even the aut hor was 
stumped, apparently , So what does he do? He hos one of his charac
tors - a young Polish girl - droom up t hei r predicament , Unfortunat ely , 
her dream does not clearly defin e the actual situati on of the building, 
nnd, so , Pedro is brought in , An article of apparel , worn by one of 
his castors , i s given hiJ:l to sniff at , and then, in broad daylight , 
beginning in the llest End, the three - t he gir l, Mrs, Bardell , and 
Pedro - the la tt er on the loo.sh, trav erse tho busy stree t s of tho 
metropoli s until the East Erd is r oached, 

llhilst the r eader i s prcp:,red t o grant his auth or a certain amount 
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of licence, did this particular contributor really expect him to 
swal.lov the f:lct that even a bloodhound of Pedro's capo.bilities could 
hllvo folloved a scant which hundreds of people must hov e crossod and 
recrossed, t o finally lo ad his companions right outsid e th e building in 
vhich Bloke and Tinker vcrc icprisonod? And did he ic.'.lginc t h.at his 
render could over svnllov tho fact of a woman of Mrs. Bord ell• s seventy 
- odd ycnrs , and considerable avoirdupois , being i:eysi c::illy Cllpablo of 
t=p:ing from one end of London to tho other'? 

These and otho r :ibsurdi ties abounded in tho story, the author of 
which should h:ive been taken by th e scruff of his ceclc, hi s mruruscript 
ramcd dOllll the back of it, and both deposi tcd on the J"'VOOlcnt outside 
!lo. 23 Bouverio Street , vi th the kindly advice to confine his limi t od 
Cllpo.bili tics to tho execu tion of fairy talcs , or similar stories of s 
nature cnlcul:i t od to appeo.l. !'ll"'lY to the very young. 

Hor wns the cdi tor , who so insulted the intelligence of his rroders , 
blOl:leless , and should have been dealt vi th in such mnnner ns to have 
prevented him free ever again hoisting on an unsuspecting plblic similar 
driv el, slthou8h , of cours e , it vas quite likely that he hir.lsolf wrot e 
it , and , in consequence , there was nobody to stey his hnnd, 

A clue of authorship is furnished by the introduction of n Scotland 
Y:ird official , nemed Martin, This detectiv&-inspector wns used by, a t 
least , five writers - Micha el Stonn, No= Goddnrd, John Bobin, A, C, 
Murray, and Levis Carlton. The first thr oe CllD be eliJI>iMted 
imnodiately , Stonn hoo gono - and oould nover have been gull ty of such 
:itrocious worl< in 6l\Y case - Bobin hlldn 't st<lrtod ; and the sty l e :ruled 
out Goddo.rd coc pletely. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
CU) BOTS BOCp: Australian Collecto r wtlhea to eeU 218 Hel 900 Lee Llbrar)' 1917 - 1922 
startlD& at 120 118.ln.17 CCl'lNCUttn. Condition 1&1nl7 IC)Od. Engllah r el atln wW 
arnnae delivery. Ott era wanted. 
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BROOKS AND HAMILWN * .. * By Roge1· M, Jenldr..,, 

Ross Story 's provocative article in tho 200th number of t he CD -

nnd it,, echoes! - hsve proved vory e~ sing indeed, One must actiire 

her for hor loyalty to her favourite author , but surely (as Robort 

Kelly says) it is not necessary to dispnr:l80 llllmil ton in order to 

support Brooks, Tho Nelson Loo crust have a wide circl e of supporters 

m,ong CD :rooders, enoueh to sing loud pr.liSes in favour of St. Fronk'• 
rlthout indulging in cat -c3lls at Grcyfriars , 

I have ro-road tho ortroct quoted froc No. 562 of tho Nelson Leo, 

which is supposed to prove that Brooks was bot tcr than Hamilton, but I 

:egret to say that I can sec nothing special in it at all , Sa,o of 

tho brisbtor children at the gro:,car school vhere I teoch English can 

produce work os good cs that , but it never occurs to me trot thoy vill 

c>:lke outstnnding vritors , It r,ey bo, of course, t hat tho extract . 

suffers tra:, being tom out of its context . D.Jt on tho sur face it 

appears to bo a typical Brooks thCl>O - a schoolboy doing socething 

wonderful, It is possibl e th:lt this sort of tale goos dovn veil vi th 

youngsters when they go throueh tho wish- fulfilment and Supennan phase, 

but at r:ry age I prefer the llnmi.lton version in which schoolboys t,r to 

do soc,ethingwonderful and fail , vith hilarious results all round \os 

in the St . Jim' s Music Hall), 
As Ross St ory's conclusions nro all drovn froc tho one extract , I 

cannot sco for the lif e of mo how she can justify t ho sweeping sta to

cents she hos l>'.lde, I fancy, however, tint I could justify a oaoplete

ly contrary conclusion on one ospect of writing , at laast - character

isation and motivation, 
Hamil ton rod tho rarest of all gifts , the ability to portrey a 

chol'Bcter vibrooUy alivo, In Horry llhorton he depicted a decant lad 

vi th a streak of sb.tbbornncss and pride tint could easily lead to his 

downfall - and so i t did in tvo f:ioou.s series tint will never be for

gotten by l!tlgnet readers , It was indeed Shakespoare' e own fonnul.a 
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for his groot tragedi es, t o depict a horo vith ono fault in bi s chnrnc -
ter that vould cventuo.J.ly be his undoing - Lear Iii th his impetuous 
choler, 113cbeth vith his vaulting ambition, Othello vith his jOlll.ous 
suspicions , :ind Hnml.et with his fatol indecision . Harry Wh.!lrton' s 
downfalls followed tho some pottorn, step by stop , painful to r oad yot 
ineluctably f:iscinnting . Event s were agninst Wh.'.lrton, but it was tho 
wonkness in his own character that I>!lde than so di s:istrous for him . 
Nothing was str..inod, nothing forced , 

Whllt cnn be foonl comporoble in the Nelson Lee? Well, ther e was 
Handforth I s downfall . He got up one morning nnd found it wns mining , 
which t hreatened cancell ation of a catch , He boClllllo awkward and try
ing , and when the min sto pped ho still went on being awkward ruui try 
ing f or no good rollSOn trot ocy render could see , Brooks just smd 
that llondforth f elt that way. It seaos to me that Brooks could 
portroy villains :,.,.! hypocrite s ond eccentrics, rut chnroct ers who were 
nci thor wholly good nor wholly bad were beyond him . You will find no 
llhnrtons, Vernon-Smiths, and Cardevs in tho inges of th e Nelson Lee. 
The nearest is Tra•rers, and bis actions seem unpr edictable , Ho changes 
his mind not berouse of the pressure of events but bocnuse, like lltlnd
forth in the story above, we ore t old ho just fee l s that wey. Brooks •s 
characters seldom scan to bo so much alive that we i=gi.ne than l oading 
ind opondent lives of th eir own: ho is alva:18 nudging us, telling us 
things thot we OU8ht to l earn from tooir spoech aid actions rather than 
from the author . 

Valter Fleming raises the point about mystexy stories. I should 
agre e that (ape.rt from the Mysterious X stories in the Gan) the villain 
is usually quit e obvious in Hamilton 's stories . This was, of course , 
deliberote . A story which depends on a surprise at the ond can be · 
interesting to read once, but then it is finished and done vi th . 
Hamilton told me th:lt he deliberat ely made his villains obvious, because 
he hoped j;he stories would be interesting from quite a diff erent stand 
point - that of charact or and incident, I have re-rend the Courtfield 
Cracksman series many times . I tin not in th e least bit interested in 
the villain; th e series is just n delightful vehicl e for displaying 
the Greyfriars characters in sl ightly different circumstancos, nnd the 
reactions of Vernon-Smith and Bunt er to tho new fonn-<nnster are alon e 
su:f'ficiont to lllllice the stories worth reading. As for th e llh!lrton Lodge 
Christmas in thl:!t series - well it beggnrs descript i on, and makes all 
the other Me;plet Christmases se1111 llks substitute stories . Jut the 
mystery is not worth thinking about, na Wal.t ar SfJ//8• It was never 
intended to be. 

·~--------~----------------------
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I should not like it to be thouBt>t thnt I consid er Brooks to hllvo 

no merits at all , but , vhen llni:dl ton is denigra t ed "" a writ er or 
domnod vith !nint praise , someone vho wishes to see both write rs .re
gnrdod in a fair li8ht gets p,shed on the dofcnsi ve . I think that 
although individual chllrocterisa ti on is not Brooks'• strong point, ho 
can deal very well with characte rs en mosse. Roncti ons to tyrwuzy, 
t o wizardry, to l ost vorlds, to nlemcntru. dis as ters like floods and 
s torms, whcro ho = sweep the reader along vith tho tumultuous surge 
of ovents - thcso U3Uolly 00020 over very voll indeed in tho pages of 
tho Nelson Lee. fut "" for stories of en !lllusi ng kiD:I on a quiete r 
lev el , lik e bickerings omong tho staff at Groyfri nrs (so npprecintod 
by adult roodors) , or tnlos centring nround n single ch:lrocter acting 
th o p:u1: of tho lone wolf, those do not cane ovor so 11011 at St . 
Frank's. 

Which author do I prof or'/ \loll, os I sec merits end defects in 
cnch, I om not bol d enouBt> to state r:,y conclusion. I l cnve i t to you, 
dear rondor, to guess . 

(Roger Jenkins ' s criticiam of Charl es llomilton will be found in his 
nrticl o "Flaws in the Diomond" in tho f orthca:,ing CD Acnw:u.) 

* * • • • * • 
)flO RIP MUTE THDt 1 Pl LfFU Suttgp 

~lte NCentlY t obtalnld tour J'taF•ta of Cb• 1~ J*' tod, an or tlMD MJltltute 
1torl 11. Al a aauer ot 1nttNlt t lo<*ld up r.he U 1t ot aub. stortu Ind their mtbor1 
eoq,lllcl i. Bill t.olt 1 and JIUl>lllllld In !alt 1tar.1 C.D. Arllllal .._ l2Je tltl o ot ' Tile 
Hut Bo .. Tllln&'· I !Olmd 12Jet '1ll ""'1 11 rorornd to - - u 90I/JJ:4,9<1',,'Jl2-were 
U&ied as ha'rln& bten written b7 s . R. Shepbtrd, S. t. Austln, G. R. S111r171, 8. E. 
Au.stln re,pectl Tel1. 

RCM'flr, a clo1e Jtm7 and maly'lls or the ttM' nortea 1n qut1ttcn N'ftall be)'md 

~.~S::~d=e~ -=:r ~~ ~ il: :riae!ff!t~ ffn~£:"m'tactlfJ' 
ot IINaJal ptra,tnc, and quotations t.lken trcm U. 11 a oomtnctnc iroor or Clll• f&et. 

~ ':s.~ t!:. 8:'::'t:"Ntfn.U: :*.;:t!t:.':"1W:n~°flt~tht~ :! a 
Mn •atn • ••. at a JRm tbat would bl'rt done credit c.o a tbrat.bon nnw:' s>d ala,, 
• ••• In c:r.:i.tntn& tor l:be Harathon. Bunt.1:1"?9 (a rtterence to .lit1!lllDll• 

In 905 tbe aatbor mu, anotblr que_. Nte:renae to •a~ 1n the puaase- • ap ln 
1n m •, ..mo1 1n tbe pa ... , •• 

tn ~ Ntertnt:I to tbe il2I! ( U dtl'ttncC trm the ~h In ffl fcur N f eNnOIS 
tolltegm . 

1n-----gor-(11ated Sblpblrd) we bm: a, apnu tcm trm F11b7, •1 re4*cn ,w -.Ua. •• • 
In~ ( lllt«l !U.ltln ) Fllhr 1&&1n, •t ~ 10U Dua. •• • 

ln 'Ji2~ ~ =.:-~~"~:.·~,:;;;: ::-~~ PWaCe :allim': 
In 90I •1111 pmdn•" -11 •1 'hl1 _.,, •bl• ....i _, In 905 

1ht 1 iromtnent probo1et .. , 'hi• p~ I .. (ml ttcaed touz-U 11t1): 1hh P'd.aJ. , nn. tt tea.• 
In 901, •,.,..,.to• - la a tlalll fllllilill ii, l!ilii~ WW In~ 1 ror"'!!"'e 
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t.o I ftflf:~~,b:!f°J.r_li'areytrlld (not tbe ua1a1 £i)J tn m, • ••. bet ter 

tbln ~ ,JV~~~:;. or tbe d81 puatd D!!"SNW enowq,,-1n 905, • Tbe rest or 
th e l ePOn puSfd W\event[UllY !'?SN:fh.1 

WJ thcut detroc tl ng rroc the tremndoU,I aa:U'lt or work and nsearcb that Bill Lofts 
baa acccq,Uabed In thta fie l d, tt doea .eea to • Cl'I tbe stren a:Cb or thS. n ld 11'9Ce tbat 
he bu been e l sln t onmed aa to the au.thorthJ P or ClVlY or tho st.c)rtes publtabcd 1n •Th e 
Next Best thtnc', end that we atlll do not haw -,yt.blne Ute an accuraie GOO coq>l ete 
l tat of IUbnttut.e stories end t heir autborl. tn potnt or taet It It ~ lte clear tll.D.t 
,uch a desirabl e state of at tal r s ta lq,oaatb l e cmstdtrlnc the la.i,ae or ttm alnce t he 
publi cation or tbe at.or I es. t t t s our c laforwl e tba t 1:he Ha&net and Oc:i tt!thora 
apparently ralled to keep de t otl ed NCO.rd• or all w 1t.crte1 tbe1 had pubU abed ln these 
papers; and sti ll iu,re so that th e ll.P. doesn • t llJIP(l81" to han detalled and re ll obl e 
record., , 

I Cl.lit confess 1 aD a bit dubloua at>out accepU.nc tbe o.a.aunnce or sitborl about 
s tor ies the, el alm rroc ~ t o han 111'Jtten between thlr t.¥ 800 t1t t11eara aco; 
p3l"t1cularl1 In "Yl ew or the recurnnce of tbettea and a tm.Jarlty (and even ctuplt cot l on} of 
cany titl es. No d Cllbt tlU\1 title. weN altered b1 br tcht ocUc.ors, lfl1Wc,'l 

?ty ()llll eare tul md crit i cal stud)' of mny tamdred1 or Kaanet and Gem ato rl ea lndl
ca.t.ea tbat there are Ute ral.17 doz.ena er 9J.bstltute 1t<rles 1n our O.B..B.c. •orr1c1a1• 
11,u flh.Jeh ore still credt t.ed to CMl"lea HGDJ.ltai. ttan:,' or trie8e are , I r eel. mi lnault 
to hta mecor,-, being ut t erl.Y absurd , wortbl ess , and In the Sl,llDe category as ot.herS that 
ere acknoliledged as IUCb. I han , ln fact, en ablh:SSlce of evidence and quotatlona to 
,uppart a, Tlew or tbt at.or111 I haTe In alnd . q.atte c,art rroc the tmUY chaNCte r
l satlon (cbaraCters acttnc •out of cbaract er- } lllhlch 11 u.suallY the best guide to a aub 
st ory . 

I bope ~rt lJ t o elabot'&U en tbla UIJeet with tbl bo lp or quotat l cns tha t. w111. 
I Bil certain, carrtnoe tl'f.l stw,111t. or Ra::ill tonlll'IA tha.t. he 081 sate]J' add a C<ftlldcreble 
nw:i>er or addltlanal t it.l ea to bla UA or ai.batUute stori es tn the ttaanet and oeo. 

w•s· BE CONTROVERSIAL 
No, 71 : A HIT OR A JIILSS 

Tho topic of the subs t i tut o wri tor is always with us, and th er e i s 
littl e doubt t ln t it alweys vill be with us , A ra:idor whose l ott er 
nppoorcd recently in Yours Si ncer ely makes sane extr emely in to ro s ti ng 
C001Dcnt s on th o subj ect thoueh sane of his conclusions aro fall aci os . 

Our re.:idor s:ii d : "It is only sinc e we have grown up tlult we 
criticiso , " Bo contended tint vhen vc wore boys wo could not tell a 
subs titut e s tory fran th o gollllino article , 

I om aware thnt t here arc s ane renders who claiJll th:lt th ey could 
never de t ect one from th e other , cnd it always surpri ses me, My own 
view is tha t aey youngst er vho th ought tho subs ti tu t o s tori es and tho 
geJUJine ones all came f'ran the some pen cruinot have boen n very nvid 
read er of &milt oni n nt all , I myself rend tho Gem o.nd tho ~t 
fran n very onrly ag e cnd I have rend than evor sinee . I cnnnot rocoJ.l 
oxzy time llhen, to quot e Gerry Allison ' s opt illustro.tion, the sub sto 11 

~ d not = ~-~~~.:..~? between T11/I t~ ... ~°..~~.l ~J .. 



Nat'5!;r,1
~11 treat Dcuc toot• to the 12th Anr1.141 lt,t<r 

Bhlet at O~ta . t1)' bl rc:Jdq •&1 on a YrldU', but DcKJ& could onlJ' 
t.Me DI on th& l aQrdq , on ICCO\l'lt or ICbool. It wa1 lnterelfto
ln&, but hard oo the reet. ?be.re RI a 12 h,p, Talbot tor '410 , 
s1d a 25 11.p. VIIUllball t<r tJIJO. Vttll tills one u,ey ,. .. a}-
7ears gu&nl'ltae. flM ..U a,t car was a 9. 5 h.P, Stand.Yd tor 

DANNY'f 
£195, It bid S 1-.,1 , m:i,le roca tor two, a wlncltc:Nen, a horn , a apare lllbelil and tyre, 
1be ta: II £}-JI a ,ear, and It dOH 1') a11H 10 the aallcn. 

.4 .sa.1,mm ,.. Doug lootln, at the Standard, ,o ht pointed to the annot11cemit abcllt 
•ar:s,le rom tor td and aaJd: •Tau le><i: a wlaa 7omg m'le Tbts car would be Just rtaht 
tor 100 and 1rNt' littl e bl t or nur r.• 

Doug nnt Nd, but J lqhecl lit e .i,thlnl, because Jt rm!nded oa or 0oug1 s 10UlC 
18121111'10 la namd F'rtda. 

In the Bo1'• Friend :,c, L!brarr mtell °"" b<,ig)tt outs toe the Hotor Sh:,, It t s a"'" 
\IIUIU.tl aonth, tor ln one or the 1 ... , Chtre are iwo Sext«i Bl.aka ato rlu: •s exton 
Blake• s Z.uJ.UI and •nae Slm Nartet,• Dru& 1111 he neTer reoed>er tht B,F .L. aver 
baYina two stories betcn 1n cme lame, 

ther e hlrft be«i tlve AOl"IH In UM Hagnet tb l a amt.he l t happEm 
that 118)' soae eootbs , the calendar btlnc what It ta. 'The Urst Cfle 
was ' The CN1frl&r1 Gold SeikeN" lfll cb Wal about a 111111aztne 
..,tell hid 20 golden .,...,..i,n, In the earth of c...,.. 
friars and i:.ede a coai>etttton Cor ac:abod)' to di& 
It up. &nntuallY Alaor.o Todd tOlft! Ille 
i:a,ey s1d P"' It - to Pl"" l<l< aocb 
for cavilbals . 1 '116S not kHn on th i s 
story, Na1t week CG! ' flle C(iker CUp1 tn
llhlcfl cater PE'9tem.ei:1 a aecntr tctnt 
sllnr CtCJ rcr ooq>etltlCfl IID:1hC the 
Crqfr ! aN te-. Too IIICII - In tbll 
one tor me, 

•eest up bY r.b.e s,at, bcM.nr, t1&S a 
wry 1000 •kll7 Indeed, abOOt a Tlt1 weal~ 
boy called Ch)J..mondele7 "1o •a1 l:l>enan.atld 
b)' the sole ..ntvor or a .,,pWre<lt. •n. 
Biter 81«' al*> WAI YeJ7 good. FSlber f, Flab 
was ftr7 tnqulslt ln about Non1tl!\I" Ql.arpenttai 
r.Dd be tt'l ed to pry Into the f'rench m.Ster4 s 
prtu.te attatra. 

Lutl)' I ltrlOUS tale callee! 'The ~ ... 
at,out Karr)' Whart«l takln& t.be b1- ror 1a:1e
thtaa Peter Bue ldene dlO. 1 t wAI rcr the aate ot 
sl!Mr Hartert•, 

We all went to the Lord Na)"or4 1 lhow on Nlffilllpoo 
ber 10Cb. 1'bl1 Jtar4 • proceulon .., ca etrldttd 
reprcdaetlcm ot tba Lord Na)'orf a 8holt or the )'lat' 
161, , une tundrld 11ars aco, -" tbe liul lcllall banquet , Hr. Winston ctarchlll re.c,onood 
to the toalt. 

t had (Jll te a ntct bit or IXl\eJ t«-" blrthdq, .m alto ame other pruerita lllblc:b 
were not ,o uaetul, I bou&bt QYNlt ICllll Cocodlt Chlpa ~loh are li ttle strips ot coconut 
ccmred wttb pink or 'lrtllt.e qr . they are ft'1 lat l1f'11n& and not too dear, beln& tour 
...,... a -· ! al.lo bqllt •n,e """91 ' .., !ell oontalnoct 'The lctloolbQJ Bolt_. by A.S. 
Bard7, and 'flat 8eortt ot the TOM:?19, a J act, 811:1 tn:! Pet e 1toJ7 b7 I. Clartt Hoot. 
There-, al.lo a aerial callfd ' Football Fortmel , all about the •Int.er co, b)' Charles 
~11!'.!l~ ...... ~~~~~~~~~~~ 

[ 



-----······-·- .... ----···---·----··--··· ··- P"f;l0,J7 I bought the Uni on J ac:k Jti l ch cm , alntd • tba l1;rlte 1'7 or 
Woll&-Walla' , a story ot Sextoo Blake and TTonne tn .lultl'alla. n 

D I ARY 
was tllustratod by Val Read£hC,. t would loYe t.o 10 t o Au.tr'lll t a , 
tlbere you tlnd the Kansaroo , en enlml "'1lch earr t u It.a cb ll dr'cn 
tn a purse on It s stomach. It wu an Hcl tl n& storT , ll'X! I ,..,. 
tlla t ond tl>e 11alvel to Oouc alter I hod rln lllhed •Ith thee. 

1 alao bougtl t J.nawers Lltnry tor tta. This contained a sc.or,
oalled •rwo or a fr.tde" by Nora Va,m"Cy, Ill ustrated by G. J . Gl ll lng.hac. 

1 haw hlld NYeral <hrl•tt:81 N\.lllberl alNedY• 
Pl uck ChrlJUU Dc.U>l t lhmber s taris a 11r l et 

called flllea f'rocl th e Pictures. The t Jrst lt017 
,ms •Thtrt y Tears .Uter- r roo a ru .o Ylhtch •• 
com.re on at our a.t Gem. (That ' • tbO name or 

~ the clne:a , not the book. ) 
~ \/Ith Qllps Doubl e N-.r they , ... 111f8Y a 

d lpl om to lhJw ycu ere a pal or Weary Will ie 
end Ti red Ttc. Chips had a lot or ctr l stmes 

· · " \.. ~ pictures and stortes, lneludtng a l ong one 

~ 
aboUt C:ccqe Gale, the Fl.yin& Detect.In . 

~ \.) 

• Doll& a,ked HUI, Ir "'8 -icri•t 111<8 to 
l i have a ecq, l tx l cn like his &lr l , l'r<dO. He J sa i d f'Nda new r al l ows soap dX3 w:o.ter to 

O 
e toUch her race. She uses tt saue papers 

f 
~ • and a Uttl e bit or ~er . t forgot 

,,r,o\ef ,o,selt and so ld: • S<Ulda d irty to me&• 
\ ,. and Doug "as nry SlP'Y", end told tu, 

(,(~ ~ I "' the rudest bQ)' he haS ... r had 
' ~e - ~o,,·. the alstortune to """" · fflat hlr< er, 

~ :\, O' _, ,,.?Al' · teeltnc• as • are i.auaht to be 
'\~ ,..- ..,.. ._J a., poli te at ""'1001 , l tke !f\en you treed - • S p .4 on a ladf'a toot you raise your cap 11\d 

f ~ .. _-::; aq • The rl•a.auN 11 cdne.• 
l.. 0 a.,S:, _ ~- Thi Gea Ml Man wond@rtul tb l s conth, ('n\e book• 

( r,i,1' . .--·,.....::;,;;· not r.be ptctuN palooe). flle f irst story •By WhoH Hand' ls 

~ . . tun, :;,,.:rr~~ .'!:·~~~~· ~ ::\~~1$1!t~ ~ · 
ICOUDl Rao was bllo!d fer lt, thougl\ Gore W&I the cu.lpr 1t, Guay he l ped CJ.yn 

to D'lk.11 tlrflworb , m l'tlen Glln llt ht s aet'"1)lece It read •The Hew House U a 
rotter .• 

1Tbe OnJdl•' • Chanee" waa 8l0ther storY OOOU.t r..,nn, the new boot-boy . • c,oo RetfL""d' 
,ms all ebout M uc~ed con.,tct, wtth Cutts or the F lftb tn a aiar pll'l4, 

Then tbe Chrt atclla Dwble Nuct>er • the tt r st Gem enr to have a col oured cover, 
'fbe ,t.ory •nie tt,~ry or UW!: Pain t ed Rood' la the cra,dest Chrtataas story I haT8 ever 
read , too Neny & co went to Eaatwood House, ftre Lord tutwood h!d d isappeared. And 
GU9CY, ,tic 1l ept tn the painted rooo, dt,appeared too , A l ong and CIBl"Ytlloua tale. 
'1.o ln th.ta Gee was a tre e ame, •n,,o. Race to the tuctlbop• , and a stot," called •Thi 
ShoM:lan•a Double', al l aboUt Tocsonto t a Ctrcua. 1be aerial ln the Gm now 11 • The 
cortnwmi•. 

Pinal .iory or the aonth . a wry flft'lY OM about Cbt rl n l.JT wi th R,lc.cd>e GrSEIElr 
School . was • The Bcboolba7 Rai der.- . 1,. IMl1(11Dltll ot r tne storlta ln 1be oc. 

There haTt been Clree bye-e l ectlona tb la oooth flh t cb 11 an ezti-a elec ti on tor oome 
speo l al reuon Uk• 8lr Rut\U: IAIICa btec:alng Lord Ollt t Ju.ni ce ,o be bid to l ean h11 
par U s::ientar7 Hat at Readtna. HeN: the Un lontlt Pll"f.1 .cr1 tbl .ea t fNEI the Llberala. 
At Llnl1U.01t , there ... a l..lberol oolorlty or 521, but at Kel shl •Y tbl Li berals helll 

U. oa t wltb en lncreued m&Jorli, . .. -·--- --------



!':,go 18 

Llll''S BE OONTROVmSIAL ( cont i 'd from J!C<!O 15) .. 

Our rorulor onquiros : "!Ibo would you cnll a substitute writ er for 
Saxton Bl<lke?" Hero ho is wide of the morl<, fo r there is no coMeo
tion at ol l , It vos neve r cl:iimed at 'J\Y ti.mo thot nll the Sexton 
Blalce sto ri es como fran tho sr..,e mnn, fu t in the case of th o Magnet 
ond tho Can the editors lllllintoinoo th o m.yth th.:lt two sop<11'lto vritors 
turned out ovory sto ry of Groyfriars ooo St , J im' s th nt appearod , 

It hss boen suggested by sano of our contributors in tho pnst , 
th.:lt the grea t scorool of the old papers wos that th o work of substi 
tute wri t ors vos published tmlor the pen-Mmes of Chnrlos Hamilton , 
Tho gonuino vrit or himself , thoua:h possib ly with t ongue sligh tly in 
chock, subsc ri hod t o thi s view, Subst itut e s tori es r::.uy havo been 
noeessory to m:u.nt ain the sequonco - but such s tories should not have 
appeared under tho pen-Mmes Fronk Riclkmls or Mortin Clifford , 

Thero i s much eOl!lllOn-eense, much j ustice , in th at, 
fut pcuse, for a manent, :ind consid er, The Sexton Blake saga 

beloll81' to nobody, nl though we roy hove pr eforrod one autho r to 
nnother. 

Things were very different vi th Groyfrinrs ooo St , Jim' s, They 
bel ong exclus iv ely to Chorl cs llllmil ton , Thero is not one man in the 
wor ld vho would sueges t othe rwis e, fut it miebt have bee n vastly 
different if overy subetitute s tory hod boon publi shed un:ler th e nome 
of it s octuel writ er , llon:os lik e Pontelov , Samvnys, lfarwick , and cnny 
othe rs who butted in to fill th o g:,.p while tho genuine writ er vas 
engoged in ot her fi elds , If those substitute stories hod boon pub
lish ed under the ll:lllles of the actual vri t ars things would hove been 
vastly diff erent , They would h:lve boon pcrt of the Greyfri ors and St . 
Jim' s sogns and accepted oa such - in the somo vsy that every Sexton 
Blake sto ry i s occept ed, · 

In my opinion only ooo mn r<clly gnincd - tho fimncial nspect 
excl uded, of course - fran the foot that all tho stories apponrod 
under th e pen- nomes of Chorles H.:imilton - Olld that lll.'lll vos Quirlcs 
H.,Jnil ton himself, Truo, vory much illdifferent mot orinl vos publis hed 

tmlcr thos e pcn-n1m1es, but this very system threw two things into 
vio l ent contrns t - the genuine and tho imitntion , 

Charles Hamilton's reputntion has lost nothing fra, the acti viti es 
of tho substitu t e writers , In f act, it gnined onomously , 

Ve shoul d have liked tho substi tuto stori es no more ond no l ees 
hAd th ey boon published under tho nomes of their renl writ ers , fut 
they would havo boon gi ven sOQo credit as Jl(lrt of tho saga run th ey 
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vould havo avoided the odium which bas become th eir lot for '1ll time . 

Plenty of Sexton Blclce stories dovn tho yonrs vero boring and 
badly written, but they never r<mnined in the lll«!lory as ·tho substitute 
Gems nnd ""8nets did~ I c:m recall only one Sexton Bloke story which 
gnvo me the "cind er crunch" . That vas "Tha Man From Tokio" . Tho 
original Gronite Grant stories hod beon published nnon;ymously. Before 
I hod completed tho first pogo of "Tho Man From Tokio" I knew tbet it 
vns not by the original wri tor and my disappoinlment v:is int ense . In 
consequence, I hnvo ncvor forgotten it. Bad I knovn in adwnce that 
th o sto:cy was by o diffcront vritor thore wuld have boon no 
disappointment• 

It vns tho recurring hopos and disnppointments of tho Gan ond tho 
""8not which dooply bl:lck enod tho substitute periods in the i:cpors . 
!ind we known in advnoco tho names of tho vri ters of tho stories th ere 
would havo been no lasting odim, for we should have bought and reod 
only th o stories of tho writer or writors who nppoo.J.od to us. In th o 
snmo wy as tho reodors of thB Soxton BJ.nko Libro.ry did before tho var 
when copies of all tho poriodico.J.s vore in tho shops to be bought or 
ignorod as th e vhim took tho purchaser. 

Our Yours Sincerely writ er said, referring to t1'0 substitute 
stories vhich were reprinted in the Gems "Both stories were considered 
good enough for tho ~prints, nnd some of Fr:mk Riehm,!.~ 1 own stories 
wore not . " 

But our correspondent is mistaken . llaey of the genuine tales 
were omittod - but not because they wore not good onQU8h for reprint
ing . Simply because tbey were dated by topicslities , like "The 
Dinbolists", "Tom at the Fronco-Bri tish" , and plenty of others, or vero 
ovel'-Sentimentnl like "Fi&gy 1s Folly" and some of the Dick Brooke 
stori es in n voy which would hove failed to ring the bel l in the nine
teen - thirties. As n r esult of these inevitable omissions - :ind other 
factors like tho ?1blication of the Christmas stories in NovE111ber in 
earlier days - tho seasons rushed by too quickly for the selector , so 
ho had to leap ahead. In those days I was responsible for any amount 
of picking up of geruino stories which rad been omi ttod on account of 
these leaps ahead . I think we can all rest nssurod that no genuiJle 
s to:cy was omitted because it was "not good enough fo r re-printing ." 

The 111111ber of substitute tales reprinted was very smoll. It is my 
impression that the intention was to n,print none and that a few crept 
in through the carelessness of someone in the edi torinl office . 

It's just my point of view. Vhot ' s yours? 
* * * •• 



COHTROYEBfIAL ECHOES 
"°• §2; DE NT 8ffl\T 
~: An1thlnc t:bai t lfll"Ott anentea"I ,..., aco 11 anl1' toe ra.tnt no111 to 
~ou l ttt at aJU I h&Tt, howner , coottn:ed wUh JCM 8hllll tha t lt wa, 
cti.arlta Haatlt.on blmeU tll>O wrote that comant abcut tlle MIPP7 trm NOlllhert 1tort ea. 
CUTI rem wu Chi ,on or Ct<r1t l'farmll e renn, nt.., the C11l1 .-t u r or atortts atQlt 
Cherlu Hmlltcn' • char'&cter1 lltlo .., not d1NiPPrond or b)' t.ba cNator ot tboN ch&ractera. 

CblrlM Hmllton d:litttd bel"' ncue aboUt dau1, ~t hi wu nner 11lCer'ta!n eboUt 
tt<r lta. Jlt alwe::,1 rCllll>tNd ht, <N1 Aortea, 8f'Ad tbb 11 cle.- tree Che letters Jciln 
8?1191 recetTed rrm hlo ear]J' ln the lut war, an ht coottnllld hl1 .. ~Ip or wr7 
MtJ 1tor1u, <llrtne tbl COW' .. ot a l cric cornll)Olld.-.ce. F<r tbla reuon I haft 11111811 
regardldJctri Sh8tf t lh t or ~atlwte stories u belnc thl IOSt aiU..tt c encl reliable 
ot all. BlallarlY, 1 ea prtpared to accept Charles Hmtltai'• st.atcult S>OU.t tbe autbor
"'11p ot !Ill Nippy fro,, NOllbore lt<rlU. 

_. Charle, RaDJlt.ffl did not dlleWl'Oll ot Cltn r em •• 1t.orle1 t, not altogetlur 

,, 

e.ertaln. J t ta, hollleTtr, cl.tar th at there •u a IIIOlllltltou.J dl,agrement OYer the 011:1 1n .. , 
me l ate IQllnl.l u , and Cbarltl Hmllton rel'Uald to ,rite anything t<r 1t tor a111111an. 
In u,e parUcul.ar ctf"CU:lltMCtl or tbe tJ• , 1' might .. u t>t tbt cue Chai. he pretelTld 
Che St. J tat, atortu to be .. tttm bY Cltv e Fann r ad!.er then b7 QOOe elae. Coq:,artd 

' wtth ame of tilt 1torlt1 ot UM U• I.ti 12\t Ota - tor • UJll'l t , St. JlJ:111 bUl eced bJ 
Russtan.s ln the tc,o- Sear l• Bro<U ttrlu - t •JPtCt Umt cun fem' • teJ.e, tee!:*! 
almlt as IOOd u thoat b)' tbe &811.llne Kartln Clltton1 hJmelt. 

~: o..,ri £Tana; o. e. Tee ; Ntcbael scona; An:trw tizn'er; J. w. Bobltl; J. o. 
~ et1other T11'7 popular writer Ylbo It WOUld bl tacttul not to mention • all had 
•Ob>lt' .. 1ten1 tor ame ot QM Ir IUtal Blate 1ams. 

Pbrl.UI Rc.tll WU a CNatltm of o. R. 8IDll)'I, and not J. If. Penttlow, U':louCb, u 
you rlgbtlt IIJ&IHt 1 tbt cflsracW"I naoe, •N lnterloptd 1n tr. Rellton'• atorlea wttb
out hJ1 krlowltde •• lle&ardin& T.be •t.ozT 1111...-.:Jenc.ood• ln UW 001 It wu ectuallY written 
b1 £. s. arocu, a wu or111na111 .. u,1ec2 •The~ ot s,. JJata• - tilt tbtN t, no 
re~ to lboll" tbat 8roob and Hamilton mr collaborai.td tn 1torlH tor aie Cc::qlmll on -CUN ll. Fmn II08' certa.1n11 did not .. 1tt t6tf &lbstlcuc., l f.Or1U 1n OW IWJi£! ti' 
mt • not only b7 otrlctal rtCCC"d.s. When Hr. Fenn wa, cmtaetecl ICD8 1tart aeo bJ Toa 
ROlll)Or<al hi r,immd •that tilt ail1 lt"'7 hi enr wrot.e Wal rtleot.ed by Peot.elow !Ill 
ecll tor. Tblt\ bl (fem ) Wiii later IOIC. utonllbld to Ml tblt Pa,t.elm btld carT8d 1,11 bit 
tdea Into tin or 111 1tor t11 1 lllhtob M:N later publtlhed. Cltw R. fem• a lob wa, all:Cll.Y 
to ~ Nadffa letc.ert 1n tbt NaGlET ottlce. 

nr . c. 11. Dc:N, reeentlJ told ce ttat Cberle1 Rsa:tltcrl did creat.e GONOn oe,o & Co. In 
the lll'IRE UBR.ART, bat Cfl17 wrote OW tlrlt fMt ttortu 1 Md atteraerdl hi ( Dom) and 
R. J.. Hinton ll"'Ote tbe at.orlea mxleJ" the •Pro,per Honrd' pln"Omll betwte:'1 tht11. A full 
f:XJ118\at1m aboUt 111 this would take an article bJ It.NU. nt llf'IU1'7 ot Ille creation 
ot Clltlal Done In !Ill 001 11 ""'' ouU., uplalno<U Rledert a tw,e tilt 001 will ban 
to Jllfl a tu.U Ult ot dlltlonal data al.not that was publllhed 1n me co.neL 

No. 51 THE fEll) ~ 1118 IWRIII IC>lelo lnll'oO.IOOd Cllllon Done - wnit.en 10' il>t 
odllor l'l:RCI' CRIFrlllll 

fht albst tcutt wrtwr Ibo rtt!Nd Hr. Ltoton, an2 replaolel Ma with Hr. Ptltleu wu 
IIUl<CIS Wllllla<, a wrou .... ltol'lu tlloll <Ndltad IO bla In !Ill IEt c.lTAWlOE. 

Pl2'0CllllllT I ,mlt 11>1!* Clift R. '"" llll2 !Ill al>lllt.y 10 'Gboai' t <r CberlN 
Kallllton. '°®rdln& to l talton-Hope, ea1 I' m c:ru, QUOtlng at he told me, 'hi (Rope) u 
, pll"ICNJ. trten:t ot Hz-. Rmdl tal bid bt1 run 8"Pf"OY&l 1bN':I bl Uled h11 chanlcetn1 tn 
ltOrlla. 
~ Ph,1111 Howell 11 tCUld ln G. R. 88111111 •S chool m:1 Spcrt' end al,o tn 
~llllu~u1,~Y!L'!.~llle.t1 .... a11o or1eien "l-'l'· .1n 
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tntt.Nlttng poJnt: tn Nagnet 1,68 It ts ltat.ed thet P~ llt • Hewell hacl lost her onl.J" 

brother tn U'le war a reer before, but, later , 8NX1¥s lnt.nl<llced her brother, Archie, 

to creyrr1ars. 

Gerry Vos Right ! By Ii .O,G, Lofts 

Saoo yeors ago, I took friond Ge?".lj' Allison to task , for suggest 

ing thllt he could dotect a substitute sto ey in a f ew words . Although 

I still m.untoin that with sub-ooi ting , inte r loping of pbrases and 

other fnctors by sub-editors , one can be so wrong, though a gonorol 

exnminntion by an exrert coul d poss i bly t el l tho dif f oronco - on this 

occasion I am most ploased to s:zy that Geny wos right . "Wantod a 

Poet" llo. 953 tho Codllr Creek story in th e OOYS FRimD wos vri tton by 

a sub-l<rite r but not os Ge?".lj' so strongly hints by G. R. S:umm,ys - but 

by Roginnld S, Kirkham - who wns a close friend of his . 

In f~oss to Eric Fayne our editor , who suwstcd rec ently th at 

Ch:lrlcs Hlllllilton hlld written all the 205 storio s , be blld not only been 

mi.sled by Mr, 11:lmil ton , ( who probab l y ossumcd ho wrote them all) but 

it hlls been man,y years since ho last read them, and one ' s opinions can 

alt er a lot in :, fresh peru.sru of thon . 
I have found evid ence , that the llbove stoey was vri ttcn in a grc:,t 

hurry , so probably tho write r can be excused to some extont , At tho 

sClCEl til:Je I can :ilso answor !by HoJicins query in the fw&ust ' Yours 

Sinccrol,y ' on detnils about R. S. Kiri<Mm - or ' Kirts ' as ho was 

a.ffcction,i t ely c:uled , 
' Kirks I was considered a grc:, t humorous wri tor at th e Am:ll.gOl!lllted 

Press . Starting writing fo r 'mE SCOlll', he later wrote some early sub

s titut e K'.:8not stories , and at loost GD! 568 "Denounced os a Coward". 

In 1919 ho wrot o m:,n,y Bessie Bunter stori es in THE SCHOOLFRmlD, mainly 

the humorous ones , whils t Horace Phillipe wrot e the serious tbcmos , 

' Kirks' wrote boys stories under the n:ime of I Fronk Vincent • as well 

as numerous girls tales . 
~ Around 1930 ' Kir ks ' was left a large sum of money by his father , 

who had owned a large store in the South . Giving up writing , he went 

on a cruise round the world, and on his return started a successt'ul 

fruit growing business in Kent, On his death a fe w years ago , he left 

over £32, CXXJ, 
'Kirks ' wos an exceedingl,y pop,lar man at the A. P. , and was a 

leading light in all the house dinners , parti es , and functions , and he 

was certru.nly far from wllmown. 
So congratulations , Ge?".lj' on proving that :, Cedax Creek stoey was 

a sub , and I ' m only too pleased to confirm (providing that they ore 

correct) .. any Hamil ton .. gueries ,. ip t he .. ruw~· ... -m ,. .. ~,.,.,...,- .. ..,.., ...... ............... - -
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BACK AGAIN in response to persistent request 

GOO OF !WIIL'l'ONI! (No. 1 Nev Series) 

lancaster stood silent, looking at him. His face expressed 
nothing but a faint 11111Ul1"'1ent, fut there were strange thotJ8hts in 
his mind, strange feelings in his heart , Loder did not knov it , 
could not guess it, could not even have understood it had he known -
but had a fellow like 111.nente uttered these words, or even o junior 
like \lharton or Bob Cherry , the self - possession of the schoolboy 
crook would have crumpled up, Overwhelming shame vould have driven 
that smile from his fsoo; his glance vould have faltered and drooped. 
He would have stood guilty and condemned, 

Loder hated him, but not because he vns vbat ho was, Had 
Lancaster been ns open nod above suspicion as any man in the Sixth, 
Loder vould still havo hated him and sought to injure him, It vas 
Lancnstor's good qualities, not his bad ones, that stirred the Sixth 
Fonn bully's bitter uruice , 

( There will be o special competition in a fev months' time in 
connection vi th this present series of Gem of l!smiltonis. \latch for 
future snnounca,,ents. J 

~1 S,B, Library 7d,&l,9d, 30 copies No, 216-319, f2., 8, 9, 
S,B, Library 7d,&l,9d, 65 copies No. 153 - 350, £4, 1. 3. 
S,B, Library 7d,&l,9d, 159 copies No, 149 - 343, 6'3, 18, 9. 
No duplicstos, Md nearly all are 7d & &I, very fev 9d. ill in good 
condition . 
Union Jocks 4 copies ( 1912) 12/- ; Union Jacks 12 copies No. 1006 to 
1324 15/-, Contre supplements missing but S.B, stories complete in 
the above. Union Jacks 59 coyies No, 844 - 1531, £5, 18, O. 
No. 1 Sexton Blnke Annual, 17/6. Detective lloeklies 4 copies, s. 
Bloko stories , 4/- , S.B, Library, 64 copies 387- 519, end period £1.0.0. 
S,O.L, 38S-37<>-36'7-211- 31o-29S-383- 363, B,F, Library 435-439) f2.,15,0, 

both St, F'rmll<s, ) the lot . 
B,F. Library 3d, 178-201-251. B.F, Librery 4d. 14C>-2~63-}£ 1. 18, O. 

512-535-544-568--05• )the l ot. 
Groyfriars Annuals 1919-3<>-32-34-37-41, cover missing from 1930, 
Posto.go extrs on all items, £4. 10, o. 
I, Ll'l'VAK, 58, SWMlLL ROAD, ~· 
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CONIDCTED BY JACK WOOD 

IM PERSONAT I ONS * By H. CHAPMAN 

Torn Hoppert on, in "Dear Ol d Pals " mentions stories about disguises 
and iopersonat i ons nnd wonders if t he r eaders were convi nced by them. 

E. s. Brooks ' stories hllve always been described as larger than 
life, far-f etched , and fantastic; but I cont end that t hey were very 
seldoa real ly impossible . In any case , he alwnys told the stories in 
such a woy as to iaake thee sound plausible . 

Take the cases of impersonation in tho St , Frank ' s stories , 
There was the t ime, on one of the sui:u:ier crui ses when Reggie Pett 
dressed up as Viol et Watso n and sitt ing in a chair on deck flirted 
with Handy. Reggie was a slim, good looking boy , he wore Violet's 
clo thes , o.nd after all it was dusk. !lo womor Ramy was taken in, and 
th ey do say "love i s blim " • 

Then there was th e time when Reggie impersonated his own si ster 
am accused Jack Mason (Grey) of steal i ng her hand.ho&, No one had 
seen Pitt's sister befo r e, and it was easy t o fool most of tho boys , 
although Nipper "tumbled" to the tric k. 

On another occas i on Nip per was expelle d fran St . Fr:mk's and 
returned disguised as a new boy. Nip per was a good ac tor, he dyed his 
hair a fiery red , wor e dnrl< glnsses nm adopted o shy at titu de , qco
pl et ely different froia his own personali ty . The story seeaed to lije 
quite convincing . 

Controst this with th e Bunt er book, "Bunter Keeps it Darlc". In 
this story he is sent homo from school fo r a week ; but does not want 
to go, He blacks hi s face and put s on cl othes from the th eatrical box 
and pre t cms to be a visitor fro m I ndia t o see "Inky". lie are asked 
to belie ve that all t ho boys are deceived nnd that even Hr, Quelch , 
he of the piercing, gimlet oye, f ails t o re cognize the most s tupid 
iaecbor of hi s fom . 

Thi s is asking too much. Bunter , the Fat Owl, th e wor ld 1 s f attest 
school boy, " with• his " little H turned--up " nose, " grant._ big • gl as ses, .U coople tely 
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disguised by blacking bis face and wearing different cl othes . 

Apart from bis appearance, Bunter hod not the wit, in t elligence 
and nerve to carry off such a deception . To ce this was qui to an 
icpossible story . 

E, S, Brooks nlways cade his chllrocters behave true to fonn ruxi 
never oado thetl net out of character . 

* * * * * * * 
DID FORMAT C00NT ? 

E. M. WY!'l'r thinks i t did 

llhen I read Bob Blythe I s article in the lbrch C. D. I too, like 
Alex Parsons was pleasantly surprised to find that the N .L.1 . was more 
than holding its own in th e affections of our fellow renders . I did 
think of writing a few lines t o t he Nelson Leo Colur.m at the time but 
being no groat shakes as a scribe I never got around to it . Hovever , 
after reading Alex Pnrsons' "ost interesting article in the July issue , 
I felt I had to l!l!lke t he effort . 

!Ir . Pnrsona voooers whether tho N.L.L. contributed to its own 
demise owing to its l ack of size in OO!!parison with its compllllion 
papers and I feel certru.n that this vos so, As a youngster I often 
wished the Lee were lerger as I had to eooure many a taunt fra:i cy 
chums because of its smallness comp:ircd with other periodicals, 

Some t ime during 1926 we were told by the editor that the N,L,L, 
was to be i ncreased in size and I had hopes that at last t he old paper 
would be equal in size to the M:,gnet aoo Gam, ilas l the new fomat 
fell a long way short of that and I felt greatly disappointed , About 
the sace time, the . stories , in my opinion , fell bolov tho standard I 
had come to expect of thee and so I f i nally foroook the N ,L,L, As 
Mr. Pnrsons soys, size and fomat played a big part in our schoolday 
reading , It was certainly so in DI)' case, I s till have a soft spot 
for St, Frtlnk 1s tholl8h, and look forward to Jack Wood' • column every 
con th, 

* * * * * 
LETTER FROM ST, FRA!IK'S B;y JIM OOOK 

To enter St . Frank' s is like going through to another world, The 
transit i on is sudden and overvhclcing , You begin to shake off the 
encumbrance of the codern vey of li fo the mooent you step off tho 
clanking old local train at Bellton station , You feel as if a thousand 
years of time have suddenly dropped from your shoulders as you l eave 
tho station yard and walk into tho ol d world village of Bollt on. fut 
;!!? mctamo~sis i sn' t complete unti l you -~.:' .~,,20_!,.Jpto of s,~: 
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Frank's in Bell ton Lane, Then you begin to live, .l.n entirely new 
vista opens up before you , Here, in tho Clllm shndows of the elJ:1 nnd 
chc'!l.nut tre es , here , in th e peace ful Tric.ng).e where ol d Josh Cuttle , 
th e school portor sweepe up tho fallen l eaves , the scone wolc<J!les you 
om begs you to rest awhil e, Froc the t op of the bor sesh oo of build
ill8l' in th e manner of a defio.nt bllrrio r stands th e School House which 
o.t ruzy manent will disgorge all shapes and sizes of humon beings 
osco.pi ng from thei r labours, An:! old Josh Cuttl o with a fixed regu
larity woul d giv e a final shnrp swoop of his broan and toddle back to 
his lodge to glooc over the l ovely weather , tho tt i gn of pco.cc nnd the 
cheerful school boys , 

I had come down t o sec th o old school on one of cy rogulnr visits 
and it is a strong o fac t that no rott er hCN evil t he weather t horo is 
a pcmancnt sWlShino bore thllt will cut you off fro c tho sull en cl ouds 
you l eft o.t ha!le , As if you wcro in o. d1lnk, dork ru,d eeri e wood and 
you suddenly br rok into o. clearing of bri ght sunligllt and green meadows, 
'.lben the prooisc i s fulfilled; this i s what yoo. have como to enjoy and 
it never chnnges , But s ane things my not change yot people ::u.t cr , 
It may be o good reward, it ocy oven bo a tardy bl essing for characters 
to change but it seElllS such a t r :igcdy when sa:iebody we know so well 
t ends to slip into th e bllckground and merge with t ho nenenti ties , 
This has actual ly h.'.lppcned t o Bob Christine of study No, 1 in the 
Modorn House, I n the early chronicle s of St , Fronk ' s Bob wa ofton t o 
the foro with idoo.s ond r esour ce and with his two s tu dy mates , Yorko 
and Tnlm0080, was gonorolly sought oft er by llippor to help Clll'1'y out a 
scha,e to a succ essful conclus i on, In those deys when Bob was c:,,ptain 
of th e ol d College House ho was a forc e to be reckoned with , While 
th e Ancient House olwnys was t op dog even when lbl.ph Lesli e Fullwood 
was in comand tho Coll oge Houso juniors under Bob Chris tine's le::dcr
ship oasil y took th o honours in spor t llild their recognition of the 
Ancien t House lay only in recruiting good players from it , I t""" 
l of t to Nipper to infus o th e vito.l. splllk which hod l'.lin so do=nt in 
tho Ancient House under Fullwood'• captaincy , fut Bob's prowess "" o 
fom captain di d not suffer even when !lipper est:iblished the Ancient 
Houso to its r i8Jlttul ord er for Nipper wo.s qui ck to ronlise tho power 
of Study No, 1 in too Collag e House. 

And between thm Nipper and Bob put many things t o rights ,it St. 
Fronk ' s until th o c<J!ling of John D.istorfield Boots , This oman.ng new 
boy bccamo leade r of too Monks and ousted Nippor fran th o Remove 
co.ptoincy in a matt er of days , D.istor' s supran<>cy was th o outcome of 
his power of speech , his forceful manner and his ranarkobl o gift of ... ..__ ... ___ ,_ .. ___ , ______ .. ______ ,_, ____ ........... --. 
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org:,.nisat i on, Yet his ability to control the juniors who had talion 
undor his spell did not cllov for tho rude awakening that V"3 to cane 
late r, It may well be th nt tho genesis of Christino ' s lapse into 
obscurity bognn nt this perio d, Ile is not the swu,y I even ta:ipored 
junior I once pictured hie , Todey he is just ono of th e crowd for 
Boots reigns suprane ns captnin of tho Modern House, Tho grant J , B, B, 
is vas tly different to the i.mge he crootod when ho first Clll:le t o 
St . Fronk's nnd i s r onlly a nice fellov, but door old Bob Christine , 
rlth his ch\llllS, Roddy Yorke and Chcrlie T"1.m::ld8o appear to me to hllve 
accoptod defeat and do not ney loI1,er blend with th e strong charac t ers 
hero. 

I approached Bob about his indifference to the new order and be 
diffidently explnined th.'.!t it was perhn.pe due to tho four Houses which 
is nov St , Frank I s , llhen, in the old dcys , there were only the Ancient 
House and th e College House there vn.s a set chnllenge between the 
M<inks - as the College House juniors wore enlled - and the fossils of 
the Ancient House, fut the ch.'lllge to four Houses split up the rivc.l 
factions and an independence grew with ench individual House, Bob 
consideroo th.'.!t the ciw,ge hnd brou,!llt obout n lock of desire to fight 
for t he mostery and though House rivalries Md j apes st ill vent on it 
would never be the 3""e os in the dnys when there vos a definite out
coce of a bat tle , 

Today, the Vest House, under Reggie Pit t' s guidnnce, cnn clnim 
equc.l honours with t he Ancient House for position ns lending House 
but there is c.lvoys the Modern House o.nd the sanevbnt eff ete E.>st 
Houso to brook up the picture of set tled gl ory, Periltl!'l becouso of 
its assoc i a tions ,1.th the inst tho Ancient House will be, f or ""'• the 
ma.in House at St. Frank's . 

The absence of Nel son Lee and Nipper m.'.lkes itself felt nll over 
th e school and one senses the fooling of dotachccnt on entering tho 
Ancient House t hat you = awnre they are not in tho school, 

Dr, Stafford , the helldmnster, hos recei ved news fJ'OCI Nov Guinea 
concerning Lord DorriDore' s psrty and he tolls mo tha t thi s port of 
the world is be~ very important politi cally , 

'!he s1JllI?ler holidays are over so it cannot be a prelude t o tho boys 
of St, Frenk's spending th e vacation overs0'1S, 

But trust Dorrie t o pop up wherever th ere is troubl e, And 
troubl e there must be in Nov Guinoa otherwise ho would oot be th ere, 
0 G;;.ll-o,;; - iaee; 0 <:bm-- j92i°; -~ pj-~ j919-54. - .W. iiocii 
Oll> Iff t14, 8liLE or crawct • •.. . UDJ, et.c, 
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UNFAMILIAR ASP.x:'l'S OF lfOD:l!OUSE 

Bv Corry All ison 

~ school stori es by P, G, Wodehouse - can pri sing oight serials 
nnd ninete en short t.'1es, writt en for The Cnpt nin , b.'.lvc been fully 
described o.nd commented upon in our hobby magazines . Bill Hubbllrd hod 
n full l ength article enti tl ed "Mainly lirykyn " in the Collectors Digest 
Annual for 1962. A few of th o short stories wero roprintod i n th e 
Holiday Annuo.l, 

Other juv enile li ter:,.ture by t hi s author however , i s l ess well 
known, In the 1C, D, ' Annual for 1961, th ere is n mn,it erly survey of 
C3Ssell 1s finest magnzi ne "Chw:is," by Brinn Doyle - "Through The Yoo.rs 
With ' CHUIIS' , " If you r ef er to the list of sto rie s oonto.ined in Volumo 
17 , f or the years 19()E>-09, you will find ono co.llod "The w.ck Sto ne " 
n School and Jl\ystery ynrn , illus t rotod by Gordon Browne, nnd written 
by B:isil \iindh.'ll!l, I wor>ier i f Brion ,roa aware t hat th e author of this 
stocy wos r eo.lly P, G, Wodehouse? 

I ho.ve been to l d by Mr, Wodehouse t hat CHUMS vas a fo.vourite po.per 
of hi s during his boyhood , nr>i that he rood it for yeors , Ho th orofor o 
know emct ly th e kind of s tory tho editor vontod , Thi s st ory h.'lS been 
described - s(J:lcvho.t unkindly - ns "profess i oro.l bi18e writing, pro
duced after wide and purposeful bi]8 e rending , " 

Purposeful - azy eye ! Wodehouse was o.n a:mivorous render of 
po?Unr fiction. Henty , llo.gg:lrd, Anstey, Cono.n Doyle , were al l fo.vOUl'
ites, but especially the magazines , He had rood ccros of sch ool 
fiction , nnd enjoyed i t al l, That vos his only pirpose in reading -
enjoyment , Incid entally he ho.d o. wide knovle<l6C of , mid a de ep respect 
for th e worl< of Frnnk Ri chards . In a l ott er which he son t co soon 
af t er tho denth of Charl es Homilton ho soid : - "I vas so sorry to hear 
of FrnnJc Richords 1 death . I never met hie, but he must h.'.lve be en n 
splendid f ellow , And whnt a great wri t er of schoo l stories ,• 

Tho two hod cerbin t hings in c0111DOn, The gift of importing 
happiness ; their re-reod o.bility; lllld particulllrly nn amru,:ing knowled8e 
of lit erature and n geni us for apt quot at ion. Mricy pr esent will re
member t ho !!mil ton Tag Li s t compiled by Tan Hopperton, With this one 
can canpare J eeves , who quot es fran Pliny the Younger , Whittier, Fi tz 
Gerold , Shelley, Kipling , Scott, Ehers on, Shakespeare , Virgil, Dickens, 
Horace , Tho Bibl e , Burns, Browni ng, and many other nuthors nnd poet s , 

A writ er in The Economist once stressed the deb t of P,G, Wodehouse 
to Frank Rich.~rds , "When we are a ll nncient history" he snys - "sane 
smnrt .Jlllldit 3. ver;r, ve ll ... .P!""(e t hat .. ~ohouse .. wrot e. Rich.:lrds .. as .. voll -
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J.nd in oddi tion, if this l oo.med schol:,r hos in tho oourse of his 

rcsoorches, come across the St, Fronk'• stories, and hos caopo.red 
Phipps with Jocvos , Archie Gl onthorno with Berti e lloostor, o!>I lli ll i om 
lbpoleon Browne with lblpert !'smith, he will cort.'.linly be able to prove 
that llodohouso wrote Edwy Scarles Brooks nlso - or , <>gain, of cours e , 
vice-v ersa. 

,Besides writing for Chucis, llodohoU3e in his early .doys contributed 
stories, essays, articl es , versos, etc . for c.:my other ~incs , 
including Answers, Punch, Tho Globe, Titbits , etc, In ooo of thes e 
articles liodehouse reveal s a ranorkabla knowl o<l8<> of tha Union Jock ' 
stories , Ho discusses tho various types of villain which appear in 
detectiv e fiction . 

J.ftor donling with Tho Sinister J.len From Chim, AssDJa, or Tibet 
who ore on tho tra ck of tho jewel stolen froc the Temple , ond The Man 
Iii th Tha Gnule,a, which has l nstod as fresh ns over for thirty yeoro , ho 
canes to 'mE !!ASTER CRD!ll!AL, To • l>I this short articl e, let me quote 
this doligb tful passage , 

"'io now ca,o to tho lost cl oss , Master Criminals, 
:!he psychology of the l'.'.lster CriminnJ. i s a thing I have never 

been nble to understnnd. I can foll ow the re..isoning of the man who, 
wishing to put sanething by for o rniny day, poisons on uncle , shoots n 
couple of cousins , anci forges o will , 'lbnt is busines s , It is based 
on sound canmercinl princ i ples , Jut the Milster Criminal is silJply a 
ditherer , Be does not need the r.oney, He hos got the stuff, Vmt 
vi th the Del oney Enernlds and the Stuyvesnnt Pearls , nnd t he Hontressor 
Holbein and the bearer bonds he sto l e fran the bank, he must have 
salted ovey well (ff(er u C>il lion , Then what on earth does he vnnt to 
go on for? Why not retire• 

Jut do you think you could drive thnt into a l!aster Criminal ' s 
he.'ld? Not in n milli on yenrs , I h:lva just been ra'1ding tha l atest 
story about one of these poof bnlf-vits , This one, in order to go on 
being n 113.ster Crimnnl , was obJ.iBed to live in a broken-down cel lar 
on n smelly wh:lrf on the river, posing ns n lodging--house keeper , All 
he did vi th his tilJe vns chop wood in the backyard , And ot a conserva
tive estimate, after pcying salaries to his staff of one-eyed Ghinnmen, 
pock-<Dllrlced Nencans, and knife-throwing deaf-G1Utes, be 1:1USt hllve been 
worth between t wo al>I throe million poul>ls, · 

He could have hsd a yacht , c fleet of motol'-Cars, a house in 
Croevenor Squn:r,,, a nice place in the country , a bit of shooting in 
Scotl and, a few ciles of fishing on scce good river, a villa on the 
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Riviera , and a r 3cing - stnble . He could have run a newspaper, revived 
Bri t i sh opera , and put on Shakespeare a t popula r prices. But no 1 He 
preferred to go on livi ng in his ri versi de cellar , which was flooded 
every time there was a hi gh tid~ , simply because he want ed to be a 
Maste r Cri.minlll. 

One scarcely knows whethe r to laugh or weep. • 

I t ' s true , you !mow. }Jr. Reece had his millions , but he never 
seaned to get much pl easure out of thoo,. And now we have the Mast er 
Criminal who pl anned the r ecen t Train Robbery . By the l ates t ac count , 
he is trying to flo g fivers at half - pri ce . He'll probab ly em up in 
t he riversid e l odging house ! 

t1cettng 1 ]st October , 1963: 
As the I'OOCI at the Amen Hot el was not ava11able tor the usual last TUeadeY 1n th! 

month• this cieet tng was put back a week. Nevertheless , desP lt e the absence ot the t fllO 
Burton meut)ers , there was a run att endance. The twelve present were Nonian Gregory, 
Barry Broster . Tom Porter , J ack and Htdge Corbett, Jack Bellt te l d, Ted Dave,, Ray Bennett, 
Ceorge ChathaCI, Gerald Prtee and Wtn Brown Md Wln P~ridge. A qutz, set bf J ack Bell
rt eld was won by the Becret.arY, ele ven rtght rra:i twelve Hamll ton tan questions . The 
lt brery ratfle was tK>n by Non:wl , "10 rece ived a Bn., a NU.. and a 2nd series Cre,ytr tars 
Her&l.d. Bet ore the Ult: there was a d i splay of coll ecto rs tt eCIS rrom Toa Porter's wonder
tul coll ect ion. fi rst , beari ng the dote or the ceettng Oct . 1st but lt2 years old was o. 
Nelson Lee Llbro.q No. 330 •Pla,yln g t or the League- . Another Ite m da ted Oct . 1St 1 19.l°i 
was a Hagnet. Also a Gem or th e Dlrit PCMel""'Levlson Serl es No. 66<>. Thi s was lo y ears 
old dat.ed October 2nd, 1920. Hos t tnt eresttng wo.s, t th ought , e No. 1 Eq, tre LlbrerY tn 
tip top mlnt cCl'ldltton. The date on thi s was FebruarY 19th 1 1910 . This a Rylcoai)e_ 
Grez::cer School Gordon Cay ram. As en lnt ere st to J ack Bell tl e l d a t oot.boll progroa:ie 
rroo 1921 - Cran ey Heath st . Lukes versus Blm~ Trums. J ncJc. waa an ottlclal of 
th e t irst named cl ub and a,pproprtat elY TOCD ts very keen on trams. Ted' s ta lk waa trom a 
Magnet of the Valen tine aeries and all the tin e mmour or f'rank. Richards wa., g iven tull 
re ign by a recital or the adventures ot Horace James Coker •wrestli ngs with a boOk ot 
750 lin es rroc.V lrg ll . In Cokerts oplntoo Virgil could have Cl.It OOlll'I to a trac t.ton or 
that fi gure tr he wanted t o writ e a book. As Ted reau-t(ed Frcnk Richards could not be 
excell ed t or hi s tu:x,ur and we boo m other e~le of th e sace ~ ttOO,ge Corbe tt reoo il 
plV"t or th e Tuck.shop Rebelli on (ttagnet StorY) flhcn the Rmove barred themeelvea tn the 
tuck.shop aga in st rr. Hacker . Thi s was the bit 'flt\en Hacter called on a geng tro m 
Court. fiel d to help, t o th e ut t.er dlsgUSt of tr . Prout. 

HAAAT BllamR 
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fn ili.e ab,cnoe of Syd 8..,-t.h fl 11 holldl\)'lng at the Barrier Reet I Cmle Carter 
opened the s:aeetl,-. RII plaulfll c.a.Jt .., t o QIU a pretentat l on to Stan Nlcbola tho hits 
been host to the cllm tor NWraJ. "'°" now, proTldlng i:iost ooncent al sun ·'Ol.n:Unp rcr 
Ult Deetl1¥J entlNlY frff or charge anct alwa,• readJ to meet tbt wl ahu or club mm>en. 
To upreaa the ir real epprect a.ttcr, ror hi• aeneros l 'J oeabet"t cboae • mo,t tn1a&al Cot.en, 
a t atereQaoope ' occplete with a tra"td ltbrarY of Tt••· Stai'• ,urpr t nd but ?ulpp)' 
acceptance ot th i s &tft left oemer, In no doUbt 1'latsoeYCr Cbat the choice had been a 
bc>PY ont. 

The meting 1'la Ulr'ol'ln open tor dlacuuton, etld at" r eacb onrseaa l etter wa, reaa 
bJ tbe :l&CN!tal'Y me:.L1:lert were able to . air tbelr Tlewa on a wide rll'lge or IUl>Jecta. 

or Interest co Gil 11151 a ccpy or the~ Ned recelTed rrc. 8111 Gamer. i.. 
thre e colour spread. gaTe e 1Jtll-deatnea wrl~ to Bill and hla actlYltlea wltb the 1 
S.P.C. 'l"*> photos ot Bill aam:iunded bf hta collect.Ion and prtnt1n& prea.s ai.pport.ed tbta 
art.lcle. 

the ef &l""'Wtlcx:ae tNowslt tt erat rro1:1 Ran, Broat.er tirought news Md views troc tlle 
r11dlSld Club . 11ed>ers wen u:tnm).y Inte rest.ad to re.:id the amounceoen t th erein re the 
proposal to r"tprtnt Ul8 older 1tlcnet' yams In •Look w 1.,cam1 .xi are eagerlJ' l ook~ 
tor'Jlnrd to turther m•• oo th i s subject. 

Ron HodsJ(rl t ept ui intOl'CCd or the aetltltle., ot tbe :-!orthcrn Club. The secrt'8:Y 
was n,st pleased to leom that Ron lharea: her ootlJJ.llns. tor the •Slade' st.cries Sid alao 
\hat he has Ht.ended a frhn:lly h811d to Cir ""' med:>er Don Rstn es.s who shaNa R<:a• s 
fondness tor tbe Cclptaln Juatlu atorlu ln Cha Nodcm Boy. 

It "C>n't be lq before Jto coot •lll be on ht, wu to New iea1m:1 am tt ts good to 
knotl' tbot he wtll haTe a oct1tact Htabltlhed ,tnce ho on:1 Jeck nurtaeb, both ordcnt ~ 
tt es , ha.Ye been udlq1~ l etten regularly. rt la hoped thtlt there wlll bo a oemer 
ot the hobby clrcl e to bld JI• wtlCClae at. each port ot eall ln 1unralta with a rull slse 
C1.11ttng here In Sycl'leyo tt tlDe perc lta. 

Frcm Ru. J ack Hughe.s ot Brisban e os;ie hls ua.ill trlendl.7 l et te r reYlTlni: pleuent 
aemrl1.s or J'ack'• aaa:iralllt T111t. wi th ua In Karcb tbla 71ar. Re Md HatTJ' C\rtt1 ot 
tp,wtch hold the f crt t<r tbe hobby 1n c.ha'-ptirt ot th e wcrld Md It 11 to be hoped that. 
one da)' then •Ill be aitrtclent enttwta,t..s Chere to pen::ilt tbe ron:etton or a club there. 

Ytetort&r1 collectc:r l'fr. A.Ci. D«rldaOn' s lettel' Ra Chen puled 81'CUKI tort.he md>tr s 
to reoo. f"l'a: tbts l etter 1t N:>Uld appear tbllt Jnt arDaiJon gt nn to club mr:t>era c me 
July ceettng , alt.hough 1n gocd faith, waa tncorrect. ttr. DaYld.lM tel.la us Ulat Sheil a 
Stnens, ~ wa, 9UCh a 'Yltal persmattty Jn the corller ceBC ln Helboume 11 at l ll alln. 
We MJUl.d Uk e to tfflCler ~ atnellre epoloe, tor 1fff Mt occasioned to" this lnOCl"NCt 
ste.teoent eonto.lned In the c lub report rcr the Au.gult c.o. 

tbe rca.lnder or the nentn& wa, spent d19CU.Sllng Chm'les Hlll:dlton'a wnu,1 tn 
relatlonahtp to hts ct'8r.>etfflsatlm ot ~ l ltl tch:)ol.boys as oppoaea to tilt t cn lgn 
eleaent abr071 preS(llt tn hit nrlou.a lfflOOla. Cenoral oplnJon was TJlat he wa.s excellen t 
tn bl• p(ll"tnJal.1 ot tbt rona-flrtu the latter were abttJs lq l!r than ure. TbJ• 
t«)le mde tcr 1tt1111.lating dtscualon. 

Btton the aeettnc rloNd tor tbe ulUal pleasa,t halt hour at t.ht neart,y cott • Im, 
Std:I Nleboll• 8MCUlOld that be hid bem able to mkt arTll\&etltnt& tor U. Chr11t.au 
J)ln1' and detalb or th.I• MOP1 IYUlt •Ill be Unaltled at the lfO'fld>tr meting. 

B. PATE b. ho. 

t'•!'l~•turqq. J211! ¥;'°b"'£ l!ll!lDII! 
N w an u.eel1.i?~ or tMaty ~ tor cu- October ••tlre, lncl\l'.1111: 

tM" :.ed>tra ot she tatr Ml, 'lftllc:b tnabltd Cieoftrq Wildt r.o NDll'k tm nl oe tt _. c.o 
bt dJle to op.i the JDOtttn& "1th the uwa1 'Ladles and centlmen ,• Instead or t(lentl men , ' 
a,l\eppa,ed iattZDlfl>. 

I, 

[ 
' 

I 
ll 
b, 
a, 

i: 
1· 
Ol 
f , ., 



·-·--··-~-- ··--·-.. -·-·---·----, ......... _. __ , ___ .. ,.,_, ___ . __ ,, __ ~~--'-.! 
F'on:ol busin ess 1'U soon dealt wttb. tlld Ulen Cieny Allll<ft dealt "1th ennt• md 

cori-espondence received, end lntomed us Ulat two new post.al cetiers were enrolled . Ke 
t ollowed with a, account ot the aee ttng held a t Haldstone, lltllch bad been ex>st enjoyable, 
wltb Ule added pleasure ot meeting old and new trlendS, and was ta TOW"8d wtt.h very tine 
wea·.w • 

. :,Tack Wood gaYe us bis news or ULe a:inth., which lnclUded a reference t o •Look an:! 
Le&~ 1 s)d th e Orqt'rters s t<ry l t has chosm tor re,,,prtnttng , llh lch eeems to be en ~ 
dttterent aubstt tut.e etr on., and hacked about at thot. . Jack al.ao oentloned thl. late.t 
&.mt.er book, •Juat Uk e Bunter,• m ottere d en Int ere sting theory aa to WM tlnllhed oft 
tho sto'7. . 

The next I tem .., a quiz •People Md Plac es• by f'lmk Hancock, dealing with old boys 
boc*s and ca:iJ.e papers. Some of the clues, presen ted ln c.r:rpttc fa.Jhton, puzzled lllmO' 
memer,, and prodUced aom answers not foreseen by th.e ccq,11er1 Still, l t ..as good t\l'l, 
end Ocotr rey Wtldo ran out the wlnner, with Gerry .Ul1aon secooc1 and Nnlll e Vear end 
11ollY illlson j oint third. 

A general d18eUS31on wa., the nen It.en oo the program:», S\d tbe subject, 'Was D:IIIY 
Searl es Brookes a Plagiarist?' waa a tq:, l cal one 1n view ot the recent controTCrsJ aa to 
the rec,ect ln mertta ot Brook.a 800 Hamilton tn thl colw:n.s of th e •c.o . • Sa:oo very 
lnU!re attng vten "ere advanced. 8l'll th e gmeral cooclualon was that all writers pJ.asla
rtse to a:ie extm t at scoe pertoc! ot thetr careers as they cannot abrny.s aTOtd bet.ng 
tnnuenced b1 What baa gone before . 

The t>t.rth:tay or OIB"' Pre s ident . P. G. WOdehouse, wu only a tew dQs ahea.1• d'ld: so, 
otter retndnenta h8d been aened, th e a eCOOO half of our progrm:ce waa deToted t.o a 
re8dlng ot hts worts by Geof trer wn.cie. Georr. retwiered one ot the stor ies trom 'YOtB'l& 
Hen 1n Spata' tn his usual er reetlTC f~t oo, and at 9.15 we al l dispersed ln hlgh good 
lu:loU1'. 

Next aeettng, 9th Novea>er . 
Hon. Sec. 

J.!!!!l!! 
Derplte lncleamt weather, there was a good gathering at Leytonstme on Stmey , 

Oceober 21:X.b. Hosts were ReubEn and Hra. Godsave. Sat.latsctorY 11brar7 report s were given 
by the two ll bnrlans , Roger J enltlns and Bot> BlYt,he. the Wea of the Nelson Lee eata
J.ogue ba\'8 beffl w ry good , a recent actvort In the •c.o.• helJ)lng the sates c«istderabl.Y. 
Sexton Blek.e cataloeue J:lGkea: good progress , Btll Lotta mentloolng th e fantastic di~ 
COTerlea re the mt.hers writi ng tor tbe •Union Jack.' 

Bill Lorts was tb e ttrst rtctt ci or the •Solo Qutz• end he ecqultt.ed. himself qu i te 
well . Tbc two PackDana. Len md J oslc had a prl vot e go at t.he quiz 8ld did uceedlngly 
.. u. 

Bill Lotts read out an &"tlcl e ebout Bill Ga.Mer t roo the •Tran .scona Mews.• Bill ala, 
pa14 tribute to Bill f or his tlne wort 1n ed l t ln.1;.. prln ttna , publtshlna; end matU.na the 
QU"'t"terlJ Issues or the •s tory Paper Collector .• The tbank8 or all those iresent were 
attordecl to botb Bill Candor !Pl Bill Lotts. ~ l te a good tea..,... th i s reed ing and SN•t!J' 
erJoYOO by tho coq>311. A debate followed• IUbJeet •wu ~elch a Ju.st BeaR?•. Bot> 
Bl.Jtbe read a paper trom Bill NorTta , ,bo "68 unavoldab1¥ abaent tree the ceettng . Bill 
Ncrrls di sagreed end thought that QJelcb was unjust at tlaea . But after caamnta troa 
Hesars. Lotts . Sutton , Bu-'h, Blythe• Pockm'I, Wright md Hopkln1 1 pl.Ua reQll'ts from Wlnlt'Nd 
Hor'tu Md Nllltc ent 1.71e. t.he ex>tlon ,ma: carr i ed that ~ lch was a IJust. Seut .• J.. good 
st4..,y' teed rou owect. 

Hen •etlng at Bob Blythe'• abode et It>, Ellesmere Road, Dollla Hill• LondOn i, N.W.10. 
on &n:la1, NOT~r 17tb. IUndl.1 intom Bob It at~lng am bring II.I& er cup. Phone 

<U.8S91, ••• _ • • • tllCU: BDIJAIIIN 

e~NLmt'c! u~~;~/::m~~~:~r e: r~tn'!'itL:f~~ ~lakt: 
~~ .. !.!l!E.! .. ~!,1~!!.!!!.l.!!J .l;<J •. t .. ~..nm. .l.!lllm....m.io.,w.QA9.'l!I .. ~ .. 
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beer' t bl tcbo ot Nddlng btl.11 tn 1ai.t oetober . 

Tbe luc«Y 70Ul'lg ml tit)() hU cart1td ot t the brt&b,t en J- 1 tree 1iht Blakl ena oroll'I 
II ttr. Btu Htctl.'m . COllecc.crat Dlge,i .1.me, Cbt1 ll"8ll(I caapl t lane llt e Sid _..... 
1-1n , 11a1qys. 

Bill and &lel!flor en ,pencurc their hooeymon In DeTm and Comm.11. 

Hettillf §ln!QY 0c1:a J JY: lBliJIWi r. wa, ouF\ and Ult 8'ter¥lanee ... aocd. 
J.rter the Cbntrmn bad daalt "'1ih 1iht corn:lpOMence be ln t on:ed u, tba\ he had ~ 

ased to acqu.lN 3 Bol1&y Amun.11 In uotllent ca'ldlt lCl'I at a fflT reUCftablt prt oe. Thi 
rul es or UM club wen t hen read over, DJ.nor edJU1t.cmt1 mete and t11\4l.11 pauod tor 

:;,:r,:;;;11~ tltctJCl'l_o~1~f'~=IUlced a, r~~=~=-'8'\'faa'L~; .. 
DOUal.Y decided r.o ~c f (O'ne r.o ba~sldant ln mcceut on to 1ih8 tau 
Charles HaciUtm , did alto r.o Invite Prw cue !ind Dob Webtter to be Ytc""'1'es tcklnca. 

flu: tw tneu part c,rer, Nonian Pnignell t ntrodUced a qul s baaed on Cherocten a 
thei r Crnt.or • 1'1hl dl QI won by Cecrze Rlley, (We wi ll have to cals l der bondt cappl,_ 
George; he win& k>O on.er1. ) 

We Spent thtit Nii or tbe ttco dl.cu.u tnc tu tl.N pros:rsaa end decided iba.t tor the 
Nove.ber acet tng wt atw.ld haw a Bratns fruit; the •bratn.s• (?) leleotcd being tbe tJret 
el ected ottt cera ot me club. a, aedU or ar.tng out of the bat Bert Hadll ett ,.. £1Wft 
Iha h:>nour or preparing 'the next qu.11 (or llhatner- ela be CllO' o.-e to t nrl lo\ upca us) . 

We were IOM'Y to henr that FN.r* lbr l n hoo been Wlable to at tenci the oeetinc1 ~ 
ca.i.se or 111-baal th. we oll hope tha t hi wUl soon be tlt again and will onoe mN Join 
the ~P Y bond. 

N'1.t rieetlng • S\n1o7• NoTetCer 10th. BILL lii1ll:SCR 

~~ sz: 
I nt er est i ng It~ 
th e Editor's le tter - Bag 

no one l2ieN to bother 10U. 

j1';~ 0:!i':"~ 1
i1~~:n1~. 

and I know that ht was -" ucepttonaJ.11 NU · 
Naa cien, gifted 1n the 1tutt, or ll!fllUO.&H 
fl'ICI aboTe the 8'rCt'118 in the ll te raJT fi eld . 
181'1l'J' Ward Beecher CM8 l'ftkl1'Ud tbat it cade 
Yer, littl e d iff erence IDrl ane acqu ired M 
aducat1on, 'f!Nther It be tn the cl.Ml le lhade1 
or old OXford or R~ , er by the ttre place 
tn a lcnelJ' c.lbtn cm t.be trontl er. fl\t r~ 
tier l a a good pla oe to set Wtll. 'lben 11 

•, Me ~ {lilchal.11): I low Coll ectcn • Otgtst rnn th:lueh I oen•t pollUI a 
• r:gle or Gm - or i ndeed ~ c,eM t rca l:IP' trenaJNd TOlum ot J °"*• Saa 
and Pete . I Clllnt It 11 aood to tee> 1D touc:b with tbe Chlnel ot one• 1 :,mtll 1!1X1 io 
eiper t ence e. pleasan t noltela:la tor t.boN tar-ott ci.,ys . Ju.st a, a nn, tlllltt ot a oer
to.tn l)tl"'tlae , Of' a matdl ot an old •lodJ can lnltantlJ re-create ICD Cbertlbld moaent 
ot lcrC aco, to do tbl• old IObool Jarna. wtv-"°"" about who an:,te 11bldl? 1 t .., all 
pure gold to UJ bays t.ben, end Jt rmatn, l.llt.cimUbed now. 

!!."r!~~~Ul =i:1:. J.:C::, ~.~-= !!:' ~::~::... u.<N? 
ApparantJ¥ neither t2).e old nor the new Blatt waa .octptab l t to 1ht publ Jo , bUt I 111:1 not 
niall7 aaprt 11e1. Boob -1 tllllPStnt• that Hll to-de7 hm! to be run ot eu: a di~, 
to ......... tbe ....._ ttarrf p«iplt aN COIIOffllOd ll>oo< U>e Nbbllll "11dl II C<1D1J11 ln<o 
iuatralt a, a l ot ot It trca the U.S.A.. Tbt ldlto rt al on old bYm twi ll and old eiort u 
., adtll lllt• 

F.dl t.ea by Eric Fa,ne , &xcel.ator Hcuae, Cron Road, Surbltcn, l\rNJ. 
lq)l teated by Tor1t DuplloatlD& ltntce,, 12a Thi Sbld>lH , Tort. 


